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American Book Collectors & Collecting from 1940 to the Present

A $1000 award for an original essay of 3000 to 4000 words by a writer aged 30 years

or younger on any aspect of book or manuscript collecting by private collectors
or institutions in the United States from 1940 to the present.
The essay should be based on original source materials and documented by
appropriate endnotes and citations.

In addition to the cash award, the winning essay will be published in two parts,
in the September 2013 and January 2014 issues of the FABS Newsletter.

The text should be set in Times Roman, follow the Chicago Manual of Style and be
formatted as a Microsoft Word document. Only electronic submissions will be

accepted, and should be sent to the newsletter editor, Scott Vile,

scott@ascensiuspress.com. The submission deadline is 1 May 2013.
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From the Chair

<~

~

The Future of the Book and the Future of the FABS Website

The Future of the Book & the Public Interest, essays revised
from symposium presentations at the Ford Presidential
Library in Ann Arbor, are now in print, in a book de-
signed by Scott Vile. The book is published by the William
L. Clements Library, University of Michigan, and FABS; 1
am the editor. Ordering information is found in an an-
nouncement in this issue of the FABS Newsletter (p. 8).
Scott has done a beautiful job, as you will see, giving us a
splendid example of what a creative designer can do to
make a book visually appealing, and a pleasure to read.

Please take a look at the FABS website: www.fabsbooks
.org, now being overseen by Tim Schmidt (tim@noque.
com), the person responsible for the marvelous Book
Club of Washington website (www.bookclubofwashing
ton.org).

I am extremely grateful to Claudia Skelton for talking
to Tim, who then talked to me in June. Tim is a lover of
books, and is keenly interested in web design, but told me
he already has a daytime job; he has agreed to help FABS
out of his love of books, rather than a desire for addi-

tional compensation. We expect to make the entire FABS
Newsletter available at www.fabsbooks.org with this
issue. The website will also contain information about the
next FABS tour to Baltimore, October 10-13, 2013, hosted
by Earle Havens and Johns Hopkins University, as well as
how to order copies of The Future of the Book & the Pub-
lic Interest.

[ think each day about the marvelous FABS tour to
Boston in June, hosted by Tom Michalak and the Ticknor
Society. Tom, being a smart and practical fellow, knew
that arranging for bus transportation was likely to be a
particular headache; it was! The responsible party did not
finalize service before what, Tom said, was at least one
thousand calls. We can truly say of Tom Michalak what
was said of Mussolini, regarding a different mode of
transportation: Tom made the busses run on time. (He
did not breathe a sigh of relief until the last bus returned
to our hotel on Sunday.)

Davip CuLBerT, Chair

FABS Bibliophiles Tour 2013 in Baltimore, Maryland

~

>

2013 FABS Rare Book and Manuscript Tour of Baltimore, October 10-13, 2013

We are investigating visits to:

A curators’ “insiders tour” of the George Peabody Library,
founded in 1857, with its towering cast-iron “cathedral of
books” completed by Baltimore architect Edmund Lind in
1878, home to 300,000 books from ancient Babylonian
cuneiform tablets to the modern era. We will ascend to the
not-often-seen Rare Book Room during our visit, and will
enjoy a gala dinner banquet within the library’s magnifi-
cent stack room. Just one block from your hotel.

~

The curator’s tour of the treasures of the John Work Gar-
rett Library, a private library built over half a century by
two generations of the Garrett family, scions of a fortune
earned through the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Situated
in a 19th-century Gilded Age Italian Renaissance Revival
mansion and 26-acre estate, the Garrett Library is home to
30,000 rare books and manuscripts. Part of the Evergreen
Museum & Library, this visit will also include a Director’s
tour of the historic house and its collection of paintings,
Japanese decorative arts, period rooms, and a remarkable
American art glass collection spanning the 19th and early
20th centuries.

The Hutzler Reading Room on the Johns Hopkins Home-
wood campus, and its monumental sequence of 19 Renais-
sance printers’ devices in stained glass, completed in 1930
and just fully restored in 2011. Our visit will also include a
brief curatorial tour of the newly opened Johns Hopkins
Archaeological Museum, containing some 700 archaeo-
logical objects from ancient Greece, Rome, Egypt, the Near
East, and the ancient Americas, situated just one floor
below the Hutzler Room.

~ <

The Brody Learning Commons (BLC), a brand new li-
brary building (completed August 2012) at Johns Hopkins,
combining two dozen high-technology classrooms and
group study spaces with the newly relocated Department
of Rare Books and Manuscripts and Department of Con-
servation. Qur visit will include an in-depth tour by the
Director of Conservation in the BLC’s state-of-the art con-
servation lab.

~

The Maryland Historical Society, founded in 1844, is home
to 350,000 historic objects in its museum collection, and 7
million books and historic documents in its library, in-
cluding the original manuscript draft of the Star-Spangled
Banner and similar 18th- and 19th-century treasures of
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Maryland and Chesapeake history, all just two blocks from
your hotel.

_~ <

The Walters Art Museum, a treasure house of 35,000 works
of art started in 1861 by liquor and railroad magnates
William and Henry Walters. Our visit will focus on two
particular jewels of the Walters: the collection of medieval
and Renaissance illuminated manuscripts (one of the
largest such collections in the Western hemisphere), and
its award winning permanent installation of the “Hall of
Wonders,” a 17th-century Baroque “cabinet of curiosities.”
One block from your hotel.

~

The Baltimore Museum of Art, home to the Cone Collec-
tion, the world’s largest collection of works by the French
Impressionist Henri Matisse, totalling some 96 paintings,
drawings, and sculptures. The Cone sisters were a fixture
of Baltimore’s Gilded and Jazz Ages, independent women
and friends of Gertrude Stein and Alice Toklas, Pablo Pi-
casso, and other writers and artists. Our visit may also in-
clude a curator’s tour of the BMA’s magnificent collection
of Old Master prints.

~ <

The Homewood Museum, located on Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity’s Homewood Campus, gifted to the son of Charles
Carroll of Carrollton, a signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and constructed between 1801-08. We will have
guided tours of this classic Chesapeake colonial house and
its rich collection of colonial mid-Atlantic furniture and
decorative arts. The house tour will conclude with a
Madeira tasting, and a group photograph on the mu-
seum’s newly restored south portico.

~

Visits to various private rare book collections, and several
bibliophilic feasts in Baltimore’s many historic clubs in the
Mt. Vernon neighborhood—the Mt. Vernon Club, the 14
West Hamilton Street Club, and the historic Maryland
Club—as well as a luncheon at the Hopkins Club on the
Homewood campus.

Fass a4

A joint event co-hosted by our local FABS chapter, the Bal-
timore Bibliophiles, founded in 1954.

T a4

The designated tour headquarters will be the agreeable and
convenient Wyndham Baltimore Peabody Court Hotel (612
Cathedral Street Baltimore, Maryland 21201; Reservations:
877-798-2757; Website/Online Reservations: http://www.
peabodycourthotel.com), located in the heart of Balti-
more’s historic Mt. Vernon cultural district in the very cen-
ter of old Baltimore. A block of 30 rooms in all have been
secured for the evenings of October 9 through, and includ-
ing, the evening of October 13 (for those planning to check

out on October 14), at the Standard Room rate of $139.00
per night, plus tax. Please note that the official tour begins
in the late morning on October 10 and concludes in mid-
afternoon on October 13. Reservations must be made no
later than August 28, 2013 to secure a room at this rate.
Please also note that other groups are booking rooms in the
same hotel, and that reservations are taken on a first-come
first-served basis. As a result, failure to book reservations
well in advance of the deadline may result in your being
charged a higher nightly rate of $159.00 per night plus tax
for an upgraded Executive Suite, should Standard rooms
become unavailable. Subscribers to the tour must call the
hotel directly to make their own hotel reservations.

This itinerary is subject to revision, and enrollment
will occur on a first-come, first-served basis limited to
subscribers and their guests, with a maximum enrollment
of 40 persons. The anticipated cost per person will be
$800.00. This fee will cover the cost of various rental and
admission fees, six drinks receptions and banquets in his-
toric buildings, as well as ground transportation through-
out the tour. Please note that this fee does not include the
cost of your hotel or your transportation to and from Bal-
timore. Early expressions of interest should be directed to
tour organizer and host, Earle Havens, William Kur-
relmeyer Curator of Rare Books & Manuscripts, Johns
Hopkins University (Department of Special Collections,
Brody Learning Commons, Johns Hopkins University,
3400 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21218; Tele-
phone: 443-743-7849; FAX: 410.516.7202; E-mail: earle.
havens@jhu.edu).

<A NEW PUBLICATION

Reflections of Two Craftsmen:
Sam Ellenport & Ron Gordon

Boston, MA, 2012, illustrated in color

Sam and Ron, both master craftsmen,
discuss their careers in bookbinding and
printing respectively. They describe their
reactions to the incredible changes they
witnessed in each craft.

A full prospectus for this edition of
275 copies is available on request
from sam(@ chagfordinc.com
Sam Ellenport, 205 School Street,
Belmont, MA 02478

Price: 540 postpaid in the U.S.
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JOE RUBINFINE

N

AMERICAN HISTORICAL AUTOGRAPHS

SOME MANUSCRIPTS WE HAVE HANDLED OVER THE YEARS

* George Washington: 47 war-dated letters to General Alexander McDougall including the only known report by
him at the time of the Battle of Trenton in private care. + Washington: A letter moving troops 36 hours before the
Battle of Princeton. « Washington: Two manuscript surveys done before the age of 20. « A complete set of auto-
graphs of The Signers of The Declaration of Independence. * Button Gwinnett: The best document example of
this rare autograph; and another Gwinnett document individually. «+ William Henry Harrison: Four different doc-
uments signed during his brief administration including the best available. « New President John Tyler’s letter of
condolence to Harrison’s widow. * Robert E. Lee: Three signed copies of his famous General Order Number Nine
including the best available. « T. . “Stonewall” Jackson’s bank book. « The Lexington Alarm message carried by the
original rider through eastern Connecticut on 20 April 1775. = A Battle of Concord muster roll. * Thomas Jeffer-
son: A letter predicting the Civil War. * The famous angry letter by Harry S Truman to the newspaper music critic.
» Lincoln’s last letter, 14 April 1865. * A Lincoln order to “shoe Tad’s horse.” * A 1743 document in which Lincoln
ancestors in Massachusetts acquire a slave. Lincoln’s copy of Charles Sumner’s speech on the origin of the Repub-
lican Party. » The early Confederate appointment of John B. Jones, the “Rebel War Clerk.” * Ponce de Leon: 1511
letter, probably the earliest writing from the new world in private care. * An 18th century slave ship log. * A Haym
Solomon check supporting his reputation for helping needy patriots. « Henry Knox to his wife on the day before
crossing the Delaware to fight at Trenton, re-affirming his devotion to the cause. * John Hancock’s commission as
Major General of Massachusetts militia. * A bill of lading covering cash sent by France in 1781 to aid the Revolu-
tion, receipted by Hancock. * Anthony Wayne’s last will and testament; likewise Winfield Scott’s. James Madison’s
diary of his 1791 trip to New York State with Jefferson. * The earliest available Stephen F. Austin document, 1811.
David Crockett letter franked by him as a Member of Congress. « A letter by teenaged John Wilkes Booth closing
with an exultant “Three Cheers for America!” * Fifty two letters by Confederate General Stephen D. Ramsuer who
was killed in action. * Rare Commission of a Captain in the San Francisco vigilantes. * Washington Irving’s letter-
book while U. S. Minister to Spain. * George A. Custer’s horse care manual. * War letters by Robert E. Lee and J.E.B.
Stuart, intercepted by Custer’s men and kept by him. « Governor George Clinton’s appointment of the New York
delegation to Congress, 1784. « Benedict Arnold’s orders from the Massachusetts Committee of Safety to take
Ticonderoga. * Rare document signed by early rebel Daniel Shays —inventory of his property when bankrupt in
1803. » Well known Alexander Hamilton letter attempting to influence the 1800 election. « Washington aide Col.
Tench Tilghman’s oath of allegiance to the United States. * Josiah Bartlett’s copy of fellow Signer Benjamin
Franklin’s Experiments and Observations on Electricity. » Colonial diary by Boston Town Clerk William Cooper. *
Two complete sets of autographs of Signers of the Constitution. * A number of important Revolutionary orderly
books. * Eyewitness accounts of Little Big Horn, Pickett’s Charge, the Lincoln Assassination, and other major
events.

Most of these manuscripts are now in important private and institutional collections, but we have others.

Joe Rubinfine, Post Office Box 1000, Cocoa, Florida 32923 (321) 455-1666 Joerubinfine@mindspring.com

Member: Art and Antique Dealers League of America; The Antiques Council; Professional Autograph
Dealers Association; Florida Antiquarian Booksellers Association.




FABS in Boston, June 6-10, 2012

ABS enjoyed a wonderful tour to Boston, June 6-10,

2012, hosted by Tom Michalak and the Ticknor Society,
celebrating its tenth anniversary. The society is named for
George Ticknor, a prominent Boston collector and his
daughter, Anna Eliot Ticknor, an early member of the
Massachusetts Library Commission, founded in 1890. We
stayed in the Sheraton Commander, located a few blocks
from Harvard Yard, and even closer to Henry Longfellow’s
home.

Those who came early visited the William Morris Hunt
Library of the Museum of Fine Arts, located across the
street from the home of the Boston Symphony Orchestra.
We were allowed to browse open stacks, and see many
wonderful books, including two signed limited editions of
Rockwell Kent bookplates. That evening the opening re-
ception took place at Harvard’s Houghton Library, where
the rare books are housed. The grand reception was in a
room totally surrounded by incunabula; upstairs enthusi-
astic curators showed us the treasures of a room given over
to fine bindings, and rooms devoted to Samuel Johnson
and Amy Lowell (the latter containing extraordinary man-
uscripts by John Keats and Emily Dickinson).

The next morning we boarded buses for the drive to
Chelmsford, where we visited the wonderful Lewis Carroll
collection belonging to Alan and Alison Tanenbaum, a
collection housed in a purpose-built room, combining all
the rarest Alice in Wonderland printings, along with the
rarer mathematical publications of Charles Dodgson, or
Lewis Carroll as most book enthusiasts know him. Alan
has also collected artifacts relating to Alice in popular cul-
ture, including two working pinball machines, and every
sort of pottery; his collection is absolutely first-rate.

We continued on to Salem, where we had lunch in a
private dining room of the Peabody Essex Museum
(PEM), the oldest continuously-operating museum in
America. Founded in 1799 by the East India Marine Soci-
ety, the charter called for the establishment of a “cabinet of
natural and artificial curiosities.”

Sidney E. Berger, director of the Phillips Library (cur-
rently closed for renovation) gave a detailed, fascinating
tour of a special display with quite a number of the li-
brary’s most unusual treasures.

We also toured a late Qing Dynasty house relocated
from southeast China, and the PEM’s brilliant collection
of Chinese export ware. A number of us walked over three
blocks to visit Hawthorne’s House of the Seven Gables, re-
built in the early 1900s so as to provide the secret chimney
stairway required by Hawthorne’s famous tale. After a
lovely reception at the PEM, we rode back to Cambridge.

Friday we divided into two groups (going the same
places, but at different times). Half of us began by visiting
the Boston Athenzum, where we saw Henry Knox’s col-
lection of books (Knox was Washington’s Secretary of
War), and 450 volumes owned by George Washington,
some in very special contemporary bindings. Our guide

was Jim Feeney, head of circulation, a man who not only
comes from south Boston but sounds like it (“cod” for
“card;” “shot” for “short”). He cheerfully said that persons
of his class might once have been unwelcome at the
Atheneeum, but that those days were long gone. Jim loves
his job, loves the Athenzum, and could not have been a
more-interesting guide. We were all impressed as well with
the excellent conservation laboratory which is an impor-
tant part of the Athenzeum’s work.

We lunched on the bus, parked directly across the
street from the Massachusetts State House. We then rode
out to the Milton Hilton, publisher David Godine’s home
in Milton. Godine prepared an excellent twenty-one page
keepsake, beautifully-printed, inviting us not only to see
his collection of Victorian illustrated books, but encourag-
ing us to consider collecting such books. David allowed us
to turn the pages of his books—even his Kelmscott
Chaucer in an over-the-top binding—and each book was
accompanied by a thoughtful printed description of some
200 words. Ticknor Society members were on duty in each
room, keeping a discrete eye on things.

After we returned to the hotel, many FABS members
rushed to downtown Boston, or to nearby Cambridge, to
shop for books.

Saturday morning we walked a few short blocks to the
Longfellow House, where we received an informed tour of
a house built by a Loyalist, a house which then served as
George Washington’s headquarters in 1776; and later be-
came the longtime home of Henry Wadsworth Long-fel-
low. Our guide said that of visitors who express an opinion,
most assure him they cannot stand Longfellow’s poetry.
Surely some FABS visitors were a bit more open-minded.

The remainder of the day was given over to a gala Tick-
nor Society tenth anniversary celebration, including an ex-
cellent Bookseller's Showcase (sales were brisk); and a
symposium with four distinguished speakers: John Kris-
tensen; Katherine McCanless Ruffin; Todd Pattison; and
Georgia Barnhill. The evening banquet speaker, Nicholas
Basbanes, spoke with affection about his love of books.

Sunday morning many of went to Mount Auburn
Cemetery, where an inspired guide showed us, literally,
where the bodies were buried, but also, why the plantings
are so important, and how a larger purpose of civic virtue
is embodied in the cemetery’s layout.

Others walked to the Glass Flowers Collection at Har-
vard’s Museum of Natural History, where the perfection of
the father-and-son Bohemian glassblowers’ art cannot fail
to impress.

All FABS members owe a special vote of thanks to Tom
Michalak and the numerous Ticknor Society members
who were on hand morning, noon, and night, to guide us,
and instruct us, and make us feel terribly welcome. I doubt
that any of us will forget the collections, and the passion,
of Alan Tanenbaum and David Godine.

Terry Shockey, The Rowfant Club
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" Aninternational organization of persons

| and institutions devoted to the collection,
preservation, use, and enjoyment of
autographs and manuscripts

Join Us Today At
ManuscriptSociety.org/fabs.htm
or contact us at
The Manuscript Society

PO Box 84686 F
Baton Route, LA 70884

FINE Books BouGHT & SoLD
BINDING & RESTORATION
TLLUMINATED MANUSCRIPTS & PRINTS

S ———

.
e
=

Our specialties include:

L ESE

William Morris * The Kelmscott Press
The Pre-Raphaelites ® Private Press
Artists’ Books * Books about Books
Nineteenth Century Literature

\\?\f-\?\.'\'.kc[|1-1scottbooksﬁop.con-l

34 W 25th St., Baltimore MD 21218
(410) 235-6810 Mon. - Fr1.,, 10 am. - 6 p.m.

Just Published!
The Future of the Book & the Public Interest

Edited by David Culbert

The perspectives of the University of Michigan Librar-
ian; the head of the William L. Clements library; the
head of Ann Arbor’s public libraries; the director of the
Gerald L. Ford presidential library; and the head ar-
chivist of the Ford library. The introduction provides a
context for the future of the book in America.

Published by the William L. Clements Library,
University of Michigan, in conjunction with
The Fellowship of American Bibliophilic Societies,
2012

Essays by David Culbert, Paul N. Courant, J. Kevin
Graffagnino, Josie Barnes Parker, Elaine K. Didier,
and David A. Horrocks.

Copies are available at $11.95 from
The William L. Clements Library,
University of Michigan 600 South University Ave.,
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1190.
Tel: (734) 647-0704; www.clements.umich.edu
email: clements.library@umich.edu

TAVISTOCK BOOKS

Member - ABAA / ILAB / IOBA

FIRST EDITIONS, RARE & COLLECTABLE BOOKS
IN
MOST SUBJECT AREAS.

1503 Webster St.  Alameda CA 94501
(510) 814-0480 vjz@tavbooks.com
www.tavbooks.com




FABS Collector’s Bin

The Collector’s Bin mission is to promote communication
and understanding of book related topics among our
growing FABS community of bibliophiles. Our column
serves as a forum addressing questions submitted by
readers, similar to online blogs and Internet forums, only
that many FABS readers prefer things the old-fashioned
way . . . ink on paper. While the future of the book is a
hotly debated topic, we antiquarians by our nature cele-
brate, and collect the past. Our “old books” remind us that
“patience and fortitude conquer all things,” especially an
uncertain future.

Confronting a stack of questions since our last col-
umn has this author confident that we are succeeding in
our mission. Regrettably, it is not possible to address
every question in the printed column. However, every
question/comment does receive a personal response . . . s0
keep your questions and comments coming! Over these
past several months, I have received a number of ques-
tions prefaced with something like, “I am not really a seri-
ous collector, so I hope you don’t find this a dumb or stu-
pid question . . " Of course, there are no “dumb” ques-
tions. Furthermore, it is only by asking questions that
once novice collectors have become our experts. What
amazes me is the sophistication of these self-proclaimed
“dumb” questions. Let’s explore a few.

A FABS reader writes, “I hope you don’t find this a
dumb question but I am trying to figure out how much a
book is worth and wanted to know if the prices listed on
the Internet are current?” First and foremost, we must
remember that accurately and fairly pricing a book is a
professional skill that is developed over a period of years
working in the book trade. Even with the proliferation of
information available for free on the Internet, pricing col-
lectible books remains a constant challenge even for the
professionals. There is an important distinction that must
be drawn when attempting to price a book using the
Internet. This involves the difference between an “asking
price” and a “sold price.” When looking up price informa-
tion a novice most likely is looking up the book on a site
such as Alibris or Abebooks. Often (unless it is a truly
scarce title), one is confronted with a plethora of books
spanning a wide range of asking prices, sometimes differ-
ing by hundreds of dollars, for the same title. Keep in
mind that none of these books have actually sold and that
you may be looking at the same title, but the books being
offered at all those different price points reflect differ-
ences in condition, collectability and the dealer’s pricing
strategy. The challenge is to find the comparable books
that most accurately match the one you are attempting to
price. But it isn’t that simple . . . again remember, you are
viewing current “asking prices” not a price at which the

book has actually sold. To establish an accurate fair mar-
ket value, one must have access to prices at which the
book has sold and other important information such as
collecting and book market trends. Accessing and spend-
ing time with this kind of information is what in large
part separates the novice from the expert. While prices
realized and market trend information is available on the
Internet, this essential information is not free. Both ABPC
(American Book Prices Current) and Americana
Exchange.com have millions of book records in their
respective online databases which can only be accessed for
a fee which more often than not dissuades the casual
browser, but astute collectors, dealers, rare book librari-
ans and auctioneers know that the fee is a necessary
expense to obtain the information required to accurately
price (or appraise) collectible books. For the curious
reader, AmericanaExchange currently offers a ten-day vis-
itors access to their database of over 3.5 million auction
records for $24. However, annual memberships to both
ABPC and AE run into the hundreds of dollars.
Ultimately, questions about price (and haggling over
price) are resolved in the book marketplace where willing
buyers (demand) and willing sellers (supply) meet to
determine fair market value by transacting business.
This brings us to a second, somewhat related ques-
tion, asked by a FABS reader who writes, “Should I haggle
with dealers over their book prices? Is it even possible to
haggle on the Internet?” This is not an easily answered
question because every dealer’s and collector’s attitude
towards “haggling” is different. I have known dealers to
quickly turn a cold shoulder to customers requesting a
discount (i.e., haggling). Other dealers stick to a strict “no
discount” policy. On the other hand, there are dealers who
actually enjoy negotiating with collectors, routinely
extending discounts to customers who ask. I once met a
dealer so skilled in the art of negotiating that he could
convince the would-be-discount seeker to pay more for
the book! In the end, just as a credible book dealer does
his homework when pricing books, a collector/customer
should also perform her due diligence and decide if she
agrees or disagrees with the dealer’s price. As the cus-
tomer, if you disagree either walk away or attempt to
“haggle” on price. When choosing the latter, it is always
helpful to use the facts you uncovered when doing your
research. With this all said, “haggling” with dealers listing
their stock on Internet book sites is more challenging in
the virtual “click to purchase” selling environment. On
the computer screen, it appears that there is no opportu-
nity to negotiate on price. The customer adds the book to
her virtual “Shopping Cart” and then proceeds to “Check
Out.” Also, given that the online customer can easily
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research all the comparable books offered by other deal-
ers on aggregate book sites such as Addall.com or
Bookfinder.com, there appears little reason to “haggle”
with any individual dealer because the customer has the
opportunity to purchase the book from the dealer offer-
ing the lowest price. A big caution: Again, an “apples to
apples” comparison must be made, especially in regards
to condition, when comparing the same title offered by
different dealers at different prices (assuming accurate,
professional book descriptions). If you are a collector
who wishes to “haggle” on price, know that most Online
book sites do allow customers to contact the seller to ask
questions. This would be your opportunity to “haggle”
online via email and ask for that discount. I believe one
will find that because online selling platforms make it dif-
ficult (or impossible) for dealers to discount individual
sales, most dealers do not typically extend discounts on
their internet stock. This is just one more reason to visit a
“bricks and mortar” shop or a book fair. Go to meet fel-
low bibliophiles . . . go to see the books first hand . . . and
go to “haggle,” if you are so inclined.

In our next column, we plan on addressing reader
questions raised about selling book collections. “Do we
sell to a dealer, send the books to auction, or donate them
to a library?” Until then, happy collecting!

Kenneth J. Palko, Notre Dame College
4545 College Road, Cleveland, OH 44121
kpalko@ndc.edu
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Itinerant Ministers and Their Books

By Dean H. Keller

ABS members who read John Neal Hoover’s article

“Capturing the Captivities: Indian Captivities and Their
Captivated Collectors” in the Winter, 2004 issue of the
Fellowship of American Bibliophilic Societies newsletter will
have been reminded of this fascinating and historically sig-
nificant field of book collecting. A genre similar to the cap-
tivities, with its own historical significance, is accounts by
and about those intrepid itinerant ministers who blanketed
the South and Mid-West during the first half of the nine-
teenth century. While these itinerant accounts have not
attained the popularity as a collecting field as have Indian
captivities, they have considerable appeal for their com-
ments and descriptions of historical incidents, social and
commercial conditions, natural history, and religious
endeavors. No regular reader of the catalogues of book deal-
er Robert G. Hayman is unaware of the value he placed upon
these books. He found much to admire in them, and he also
found much to be amused at; that he listed itinerants in his
catalogues attests to the fact that paying customers were
interested in them too (see especially his catalogues 100 and
147).

These accounts by, and about, itinerant ministers have
not gone unnoticed by scholars. There have been studies of
their religious activities, their role as moral policemen on
the frontier, their attitudes about slavery, their attitudes
regarding Indians, and their family and financial concerns.
They have also been the subject of fiction, notably Edward
Eggleston’s The Circuit Rider (New York, 1874).

Itinerant ministers were instrumental in bringing books
to the frontier, a quality that should be immediately appeal-
ing to book collectors among us. Many of the books they
distributed were of a religious nature, but they were wel-
comed by many settlers who hungered for something to
read.

Michael H. Harris, in his essay “‘Spiritual Cakes upon
the Waters’: The Church as a Disseminator of the Printed
Word on the Ohio Valley Frontier to 1850,” in Getting the
Books Out, edited by Michael Hackenberg (Washington,
D.C., 1987), has written on this aspect of itinerancy from a
theoretical point of view; so here we will look at the specific
bookish activities of a few “itinerant” ministers.

Several religious denominations supported itinerant
ministers on the frontier, but the Methodists were at the
forefront of this movement. The Methodists also were ener-
getic in the production and distribution of books, beginning
with founder John Wesley, who wrote at least 233 books and
pamphlets, and co-authored or abridged 150 more. His
example as an itinerant is also impressive, traveling, as he did
during 51 years, over 250,000 miles, delivering an average of
fifteen sermons a week. America had to import Wesley’s
books from England until 1789, when the Methodist Book
Concern was established in Philadelphia by the Eton-edu-
cated preacher John Dickins. The Concern flourished, and

1133

by 1816 they had an agent in Pittsburgh; four years later a
Book Room was established in Cincinnati by Martin Ruter.
Books were available, and the system for distributing them
was in place, in the form of itinerant ministers who had
access to nearly every corner of the frontier. Since these min-
isters were poorly paid, they were, for the most part, glad to
have between fifteen and twenty-five percent of the whole-
sale price of books they sold.

Peter Cartwright was one of the earliest and most wide-
ly traveled of the Methodist itinerants. Ordained by Bishop
Asbury in 1806, Cartwright wrote this in his Autobiography
(Cincinnati, 1856):

“From the earliest of my recollections up to this
time, 1816, there were scarcely any books of any kind in
this now mighty west; but especially was there a great
scarcity of Bibles and Testaments. . . . the Lord put it
into the hearts of some of his people to organize a Bible
Society, which was done on the u1th of May, 1816; and
although at first it was a feeble concern, yet God has
prospered it, and millions upon millions of this pre-
cious book have been printed and circulated. . . ” (pp.
178-179)

He estimated that he sold about $10,000 worth of books, his
share being about $1,000 (p. 522). Cartwright’s fellow itiner-
ant William Henry Milburn had this to say about his col-
league in his Ten Years of Preacher-Life (New York, 1859):

“One feature of his life I must not omit to mention,
the fact that he has sold more books than probably any
man ever did in a new country. The Methodist econo-
my enjoined it as a duty on the preacher to diffuse a
sound literature and to place good books in the homes
of the people. Unwearied here, as in everything else that
he believed to be his duty, this minister never travelled,
if in a buggy, without a trunk, or if on horseback, with-
out a pair of saddle-bags, crammed with books. These
he disposed of with all diligence, and has thus entitled
himself to the lasting gratitude of many a youth, who,
but for him, might have slumbered on without intelli-
gence or education.” (p. 43)

At one point in his career, Cartwright ran against
Abraham Lincoln for Congress. An amusing account of this
campaign, including a joint appearance of Cartwright and
Lincoln, can be found in volume one of Carl Sandburg’s
Abraham Lincoln.

The Lutherans did not have a strong itinerant program,
but the history of Matthias Loy is interesting for our purpos-
es. Loy was apprenticed to a printer in Philadelphia from
1841 to 1847, at which time he accepted a position with the
United Brethren Publishing House in Circleville, Ohio. After
a short time there Loy enrolled in the Theological Seminary
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in Columbus, supporting
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himself as a part-time printer. Loy became pastor of a
church in Delaware, Ohio, in 1849, and while in that capaci-
ty he also served some smaller parishes in the area. He
became editor of the Lutheran Standard, and in 1864, joined
the faculty of Capital University and eventually became its
president.

William Henry Millburn was another important itiner-
ant, whose autobiography has already been mentioned.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow suggested that Milburn
should write his autobiography. Although a childhood acci-
dent left him nearly blind, Milburn managed to graduate
from college, and become a Methodist minister, serving an
itinerant circuit in Illinois until 1845 when he became
Chaplain to Congress, a position he held until poor health
forced him to resign and move to Alabama in 1847. He recov-
ered his health sufficiently to move to New York City in 1853
where he served several churches and became a popular lec-
turer.

A highlight of Milburn’s career must have been the lec-
ture he gave at the great Publisher’s Festival held at the
Crystal Palace in New York in 1855 before a distinguished
audience of 600 that included Thomas Bailey Aldrich,
George Bancroft, William Cullen Bryant, Oliver Wendell
Holmes, Washington Irving, James Russell Lowell, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and John
Greenleaf Whittier. An account of this Festival is given by
J.C. Derby in the introduction to his Fifty Years Among
Authors, Books and Publishers (New York, 1884), and the Rev.
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J. McClintock, in his biographical introduction to Milburn’s
collection of lectures, The Rifle, Axe and Saddle-Bags (New
York, 1857), quotes from Milburn’s speech:

“Mr. President: I sincerely thank you for your hon-
orable recognition of the Clergy. Perhaps that branch of
it to which 1 belong may not be the least worthy to
respond to your sentiment, for they were probably the
first to penetrate the wilds of the new countries, carry-
ing those precious commodities—books.

. it has fallen to my lot to travel over two hun-
dred thousand miles in the performance of clerical
duties. Our training, as itinerant ministers, began in the
saddle, and . . . we carried saddle-bags crammed with
books for study and sale; for our church economy held
it a duty of the minister to circulate good books, as well
as preach the Word.

... day after day does the circuit-rider perform his
double duties, as preacher and bookseller. Not a few
men of my acquaintance have driven a large trade in
this line, turning many an honest penny. The plan was
designed to work as a two-edged sword, cutting both
ways—to place a sound religious literature in the
homes of the people, and (as we bought at a discount of
thirty-three per cent) to enable men whose salaries
were a hundred dollars a year (and who rejoiced great-
ly if they received half that amount) to provide them-
selves with libraries.

... From this picture you will see that the relations
of the clergy to the book trade are more intimate than
may generally be known.” (pp. xvi-xviii)

This, and more in his remarks, is a testimonial to the value
of books to the early settlers and the role the itinerants
played in distributing them.

Jacob Gruber was a Methodist itinerant who did most of
his work in his native Pennsylvania and in New York and
Maryland. His biographer, William Strickland (New York,
1860) wrote this about Gruber and books:

“Like the Methodist preachers of olden times,
Gruber carried a lot of books in his saddle-bags for sale
among the people . . . A taste for reading was thus cul-
tivated among the people, which has proved of
immense service in raising the standard of education
and scriptural piety. Such has been the result of this
policy of Wesley in requiring the preachers to sell
books, that we doubt if there is a denomination in the
world which buys and reads more books than the
Methodists.” (p. 29)

For the last of these brief accounts we turn to one of the
earliest itinerants working in Ohio, especially in northern
Ohio; Joseph Badger, who came to the Ohio country at
Youngstown in 1800. He traveled extensively in the region,
establishing the first Congregational Church in the Western
Reserve at Austinburg in 1801. He went on to start churches
in Ashtabula in 1821 and in Gustavus in 1825. In A Memoir of
Rev. Joseph Badger; Containing an Autobiography, and
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Selections from His Private Journal and Correspondence
(Hudson, Ohio, 1851) there are many references to books;
here are a few samples:

“Tuesday, [August 23, 1803] rode to Grand River
after books. The Connecticut Missionary Society sent
on at this time as many books as I could carry in a large
bag twice, to accommodate the new population with
means of instruction. These I put into my portmanteau
from time to time, and distributed as extensively as
were the settlements.” (p. 57)

“Monday, [August 29, 1803] visited a school of six-
teen children, the first attempted in this place
[Conneaut]; gave primers and books to the people.” (p.

58)

“ .. [November 29, 1804] visited two schools of
about thirty-six children, and distributed books. . . U [in
Harperstield] (p. 77)

“Wednesday, [December 12, 1804] filled my bags
with books and returned to Youngstown.” (p. 88)

“Monday, . . . [February 25, 1805] Mr. Bacon
[Perhaps Rev. David Bacon, father of Leonard and Delia
Bacon, who established a church in Tallmadge at about
this time.] came directly from Connecticut. Received of
him six hundred and fifty-one books, forwarded for
distribution.” (p. 93)

“Monday, [April 29, 1805] pasted cards in mission-

ary books. I seldom go out without a load of mission-
ary books to distribute.” (p. 94)

Badger also makes several references to his own library
and reading. In 1803 he noted that he carried “two volumes
of the Ohio State Laws” in his saddle-bags. (p. 56), and he
records reading “Volney and some other infidel writers” (p.
63), the “Columbian Orator” (p. 71), “Fuller’s letters” (p. 74),
and “Newton’s Christian Character” (p. 87). Most intriguing
of all is the statement toward the end of this book (pp. 138-
139) that “He donated a large number, more than one hun-
dred volumes, of valuable books from his own extensive
library, for the purpose of establishing a circulating library
in Plain Township, Wood County, Ohio [where Badger spent
the last decade of his life], which has since been incorporat-
ed by the name of “The Badger Library™ (I have been unable
to trace this library.)

In 1810 Badger moved to Ashtabula to continue his mis-
sionary work. Here is how he describes the situation:

[July 8,1810] “By preaching in different settlements
[near Ashtabula] and visiting small schools, now begin-
ning to be set up, I learned the great want of school
books; and by family visits, I also learned of the want of
suitable books in families. In consultation with others
on the subject, and having written to several gentlemen
dealing largely in books, both in Boston and Hartford,
I was encouraged to enter into the business; but owing
to two causes the business did not succeed very well in
pecuniary advantages; although schools were supplied
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with books, some social libraries furnished. Book deal-
ers forwarded many unsaleable books. The war coming
on at that time, increased the difficulty and expense of
transportation, and books soon fell below their former
price. Sold out all I could, and gave many to poor peo-

ple” (p. 126)

This brief attempt at establishing a book business must have
been a very early, perhaps the earliest, in the Western
Reserve. Badger’s brief paragraph and a line in the 1878
History of Ashtabula County (p. 89) is all that has come to
light concerning it.

Many itinerants, in their journals and autobiographies,
alluded to their own libraries and the books they read. Peter
Cartwright wrote that “ . . a Methodist preacher’s library
almost entirely consisted of a Bible, Hymn-Book, and a
Discipline. ...” (p. 243 of his Autobiography)

The Rev. George W. Walker, according to Maxwell
Gaddis in his Brief Recollections . . . Cincinnati, 1857):

Walker . . . “worked very hard at his trade during
the day, and devoted his evenings, and sometimes a
great part of the night, in close study. He had but a few
books; but I do not wish to say that this was a misfor-
tune. I have long since been convinced that a few good
books, thoroughly read and studied, will be productive
of more real good than a much larger number careless-
ly perused. His library was select and purely Wesleyan.
He read and studied with great care Mr. Wesley’s
Sermons and Notes on the New Testament, Clarke’s
Commentaries on critical passages, Wood’s Bible
Dictionary, John Fletcher’s works, and, especially,
unanswerable ‘checks’ to Antinomianism; but he read
regularly, with prayer and profound veneration, the
holy Scriptures over and over again. The Bible with him
was always to ‘book of books.” (pp. 129-130)

The Rev. Elnathan Corrington Gavitt, born in Granville,
Ohio, the first Methodist to preach in Akron, Ohio, wrote
Crumbs from My Saddle-Bags (Toledo, 1884), a volume rich
in details of pioneer life in Ohio, said this about a minister’s
library:

“ .. I was equipped with a complete outfit, Bible,
Hymn Book, Discipline, Fletcher’s Appeal and Baxter’s
Call. This constituted, at that day, a Methodist minis-
ter’s library, and all his saddle bags would well contain.

(pe73)

In the chapter “My Library” in Abel Stevens’ Sketches ¢
Incidents (Cincinnati, 1849), the author writes: “How many
happy hours do I owe them! [books] In many a long jour-
ney, on horseback, in the wilderness, have I beguiled the
weary day by converse with a favorite author. . . " (p. 131)

The niceties of full and accurate bibliographical cita-
tions for the thousands of books read and distributed by
these itinerant ministers are largely absent from their
accounts and even lists provided in church conference
reports and the accounts provided by the ministers them-

selves are not much better, but a brief list of selected titles,
incomplete as they are, gives a flavor of what was made avail-
able. Of course, the works of John Wesley were much in evi-
dence, among them his works on Catechism and Original
Sin, his Sermons, the Notes, there were several collections of
hymns including those by Watts, there were Cradle Hymns
and Tokens for Children, Lessons for Sabbath School
Lerners [sic], Father’s advice to children, Essays on Prayer,
History of Jesus, and theological works by Sutcliffe, Coke,
Fletcher, Baxter, Rogers, Thomas a Kempis was popular, and
there were Bibles, Disciplines, concordances, and dictionar-
ies. Newspapers and magazines, such as the Christian
Advocate, the Western Christian Advocate, the Youth’s
Instructor and Guardian, the Child’s Magazine, and the
Methodist Magazine and Quarterly Review, were widely dis-
tributed.

Among the itinerant ministers, and some others who
were not ministers but closely identified with the movement,
were some who went on to become well-known in other
fields. Among them were Lemuel Bangs, the proprietor of a
famous auction house in New York who once was a clerk in
the Methodist Publishing House, and Thomas McElrath, a
proofreader and head salesman at the Methodist Publishing
House, who became a partner of Bangs and still later he
joined Horace Greeley as a partner at the New York Tribune.

The great American printer and historian of printing,
Theodore Low De Vinne, was the son of the well-known
Methodist minister Daniel De Vinne. And William Addison
Dwiggins, 1880-1956, the noted printer, typographer, wood-
carver, and writer, was born in Martinsville, Ohio. He was
the son of a country doctor and grandson on his mother’s
side of an itinerant Baptist minister who, according to fam-
ily legend, traveled his circuit in Ohio with a printing press,
according to Joseph Blumenthal in The Printed Book in
America (Boston: David R. Godine, 1977, p. 88.).

Disciple of Christ preacher Samuel R. Willard was the
central figure in his son Archibald’s famous painting “Spirit
of ’76.” Samuel was from Russell, Ohio, and died before the
painting was completed. At one time he served a congrega-
tion in Kent, Ohio.

James A. Garfield was also a member of the Disciples of
Christ, and he preached in several churches in the Hiram,
Ohio, area when he was on the faculty, and later president of
Hiram College. Garfield was a lay minister in the Disciples.

John Chapman (Johnny Appleseed), though not an
ordained minister, nevertheless distributed many
Swedenborgian books in Ohio and presumably in other
states during his travels planting apple trees.

From these few examples, among many possibilities,
one gets the picture of a network of traveling ministers bent
on spreading salvation and learning on the American fron-
tier; a large percentage of the books and other reading mate-
rial was of a religious nature. The people on the frontier
craved reading material of any kind, and no doubt they
made the best use of it.
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Homer, /lias and Ulyssea, in Greek, Venice, 1524. Estimate $8,000 to $12,000. At auction October 23.

UPCOMING AUCTIONS
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pecialist: Christine von der Linn * cvonderlinn@swanngalleries.com

OCT 23  Aldine Imprints & Early Printed Books
from the Library of Kenneth Rapoport
Specialist: Tobias Abeloff » tabeloff@swanngalleries.com
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NOV 29 Autographs

Specialist: Marco Tomaschett « mtomaschett@swanngalleries.com
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Specialist: Gary Garland * ggarland@swanngalleries.com
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Club News ¢~ Notes

Programs, Events, & Publications

THE ALCUIN SOCIETY

The design competition this year went very well. There
was a larger than expected number of books received
(252), particularly in the Limited Edition category (39
books, an all-time record). Thirty-five winning books
were selected, including 5 Limited editions. Of the five,
three were by student participants, which was extremely
encouraging. Last year, one of the judges noted that there
were too few books submitted in the prose non-fiction
group. This time, the submissions were particularly
strong. Our three judges this year were Ingrid Paulson
(Toronto freelance book designer), Bonne Zabolotney
(Dean of Design and Dynamic Media at Emily Carr
University), and Stan Bevington (printer, typographer,
and principal of Coach House Books). We also awarded
the Robert R. Reid award and medal to Mr. Bevington; the
competition was preceded, on Friday night, by a talk on
Coach House Press by John Maxwell.

Two new venues have been added as exhibitors of our
winning books: Special Collections Division at the UBC
Library, and the National Gallery of Canada Library. The
latter is especially exciting, as this will be the first time
that the National Gallery has ever agreed to exhibit any-
thing other than books from their own collections. And,
as usual, board member Nick Collins will be ensuring that
a collection goes for display at the Canadian Consulate in
Tokyo.

The Alcuin Wayzgoose took place at the Vancouver
Public Library on 22 October, and in attendance were sev-
eral private presses and book-artists, as well as demon-
strations dealing with the book arts. Over 400 people
took in the various activities and demonstrations. During
the evening of the 21st Richard Kegler of the Buffalo based
firm P22 showed his film Making Faces: Metal Type in the
21st Century which chronicles the work of Jim Rimmer at
his type foundry. The Rimmer family was awarded the
Reid Medal that evening.

The endowment fund, administered by The
Vancouver Foundation, continues to pay out almost
$1,000 each November. The Alcuin Fund has to thank Dr
Yosef Wosk for the generous contribution that got it on its
way. The Wayzgoose book sale raised almost $1,000 for
the fund.

The premier publication of the Alcuin Society is
Amphora, published three times in 2011; the Winter issue
was delivered in early 2012. Amphora is edited by Peter
Mitham, the Associate Editor is Naomi Pauls, the design
is by Jason Dewinitz, and the layout is by Fiona Raven and
Louise Phillips. There are seven contributing editors. Also
produced were three editions of the Alcuin Society
Newsletter, edited by Howard Greaves.

Members realize that the publishing schedule of
Amphora is about two months late; the causes were many

and unavoidable, but I want to give a special thanks to
Peter Mitham for persisting, and we hope to catch up by
the end of the year.

The editorial group is interested to receive feedback
about our publications. We may be sending a survey to
members in 2012 or 2013, and if you receive it please take
some time to let us know your thoughts. Amphora and the
Newsletter are major cost centres for the Society and the
only things received by all members and member libraries
wherever they may be; so we want them to meet your
expectations. In order to trim costs, The Newsletter will
soon appear in digital PDF format. Members preferring
to receive it in the current format should inform Shelley
Gruendler.

It was a relatively quiet year for the program commit-
tee for two reasons. The first was the fact that the com-
mittee felt that it was time to rethink the type of pro-
grams that we were offering. At times a fair amount of
effort went into planning for an event that in the end did
not draw much in the way of attendance. A second reason
for a period of quiet reflection was the fact that the
Society experienced some budgetary restraints during the
year. It did not seem to be a good time to be throwing
limited dollars around.

However, having said that, there are some exciting
developments on the horizon based on the work of com-
mittee members Richard Hopkins, Leah Gordon, Shelley
Gruendler and Gina Page. For example, in the Fall,
Shelley has planned a one-day workshop on type and
type design featuring the “enfant terrible” of American
design, Chip Kidd, and others.

Another development will be an attempt to revive the
series of lectures by local book collectors, speaking about
their special area of collecting expertise. Spearheading
this development are Richard Hopkins, Eric Swanick and
local alpha collector George Geraghty of BookCollec
torsBooks.com.

Some items from this past year: A successful, well-
attended lecture by a book designer/producer from
Brooklyn; participation in Word on the Street where we
presented the award winning design books for the current
year; an interesting and successful lecture by Barbara
Hodgins at our AGM; and presentation of the Robert R.
Reid medal to Stan Bevington at a special lecture preced-
ing the actual day of book judging. Part of the evening
was a lecture on Coach House Press’ early use of printing
technologies given by a faculty member from Simon
Fraser University; Another successful Wayzgoose
Celebration at the Vancouver Public Library; A workshop
on bookmaking for children in Port Coquitlam led by
Alcuin stalwart Marcus Fahrner.

A somewhat quiet and perhaps even uneventful year,
but hold on to your hats for the year to come!
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THE ALDUS SOCIETY

This past May, The Aldus Society elected new trustees and
officers. We are proud to welcome our new president Ed
Hoffman, ABAA, owner of Hoffman’s Bookshop in Colum-
bus. New trustees include J. Wesley Baker, Clara Ireland, Deb
Lewis, Lois Smith and Anna Sowell. Joe Perko, was re-elected
to our board. We didn’t rest from booking activities this
summer: we enjoyed an afternoon visit to the Rare Book
room at the State Library of Ohio; a quarterly Aldus Ladies’
Luncheon; two book crawls (different stores and times); our
summer picnic; and we co-sponsored a talk by pulp histo-
rian and publisher John Locke, who was participating in
Columbus’ annual PulpFest convention. Now we're back to
our regular autumn program with the following events:

September 13: Stephen Gertz, the virtuoso webmaster of
the rollicking website called BookTryst (A Nest for
Booklovers), will launch The Aldus Society’s 2012-13 program-
ming season with his talk, “From Athanasius Kircher To Ash-
ton Kutcher: 350 Years of Strange, Unusual, Eccentric, and
Just Plain Weird Books. Or, Heteromorphic Literature 101.”

His website, www.booktryst.com, is occasionally outra-
geous, but always entertaining and educational. It is dedi-
cated to news, information, and features about the world of
rare books and all aspects of the rare book business. Here
you'll find “a festival of the outlandish,” as he puts it, as well
as a dizzying array of articles inspired by current bookseller
catalogs, and by book events, auctions and other happenings
in the rare book world. Subscribing to the website is free and
subscribers can find as many as four or five mailings in their
email boxes each week.

Gertz, a life-long lover and collector of rare books,
began his career in the trade in 1985 as a rare book scout and
dealer. He is executive director of David Brass Rare Books in
Calabasas, California. He is currently chairman of the
Southern California Chapter of the Antiquarian Booksellers
Association of America (ABBA).

October 11: Legendary New York City bookseller Justin
G. Schiller, who heads the nation’s foremost antiquarian
bookselling firm specializing in historical children’s litera-
ture, will be our guest speaker. His store focuses on col-
lectible children’s books, original related art and manu-
scripts. Schiller is generally acknowledged to be the greatest
authority on children’s books in the book trade.

In addition to his store which opened in 1959, Schiller,
with his partner Dennis David, established Battledore in
Kingston, New York. It is a small privately-owned publishing
operation, with the goal of producing and distributing
books within their specialized focus. Battledore also main-
tains a “by appointment” art gallery offering original draw-
ings, vintage posters and signed prints by his long-time

friend, the late Maurice Sendak. It also carries pencil, ink
and watercolor illustrations by other Caldecott Award
medalists.

In addition to writing for museum exhibition catalogs

and a variety of newsletters which focus on vintage chil-
dren’s literature, he has written a memoir, Digging for Trea-
sure: An Adventure in Appraising Rare and Collectible Chil-
dren’s Books.

November 8: Aldus member J. Wesley Baker, who has a
significant collection of early material on freedom of the
press, will speak on this subject. Dr. Baker serves as distin-
guished professor of Communication Arts at Cedarville
University in Cedarville, Ohio, as well as the faculty liaison
for CedarNet. He has a specific interests in media law and
ethics, the challenges of an image-based culture, social re-
sponsibility of the media, and the role of technology in
teaching and learning.

Over the centuries, freedom of the press has been lim-
ited not only by governments but at times by churches.
Today “freedom of the press” represents the liberty to print
or to otherwise disseminate information, as in print, by
broadcasting, or through electronic media, without prior re-
straints such as licensing requirements or content review,
and without the threat of censorship or punishment for
what is written or said. The subject of censorship is as rele-
vant today, when broadcasters are still fighting FCC regula-
tions regarding public interest standards, as it was in 1644
when John Milton wrote Areopagitica, which railed against
the need for licensing writings before they were published.

December 3: Our annual holiday dinner and silent auc-
tion will be held for members and their guests. The proceeds
of the silent auction are used to underwrite programming
including our annual Ravneberg Memorial Lecture held
each spring.

THE AMERICAN BOOK COLLECTORS OF
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

The American Book Collectors of Children’s Literature,
ABCs, had the privilege of having four members attend the
FABS conference and tour hosted by the Ticknor Society in
Boston. They reported back to the membership that the ex-
perience was invaluable, and encouraged other members to
consider attending the 2013 conference. The ABCs had our
annual picnic meeting at founder Billie Levy’s home in June,
a casual pot-luck social get together attended by about 25
members. During the business portion of the meeting, plans
for the newsletter were discussed, and a special subsidy was
granted to facilitate a special issue to be dedicated to the life
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and works of Francelia Butler, a former professor of chil-
dren’s literature at the University of Connecticut; the issue
should be out this fall. Elections were also held, and Chuck
and Rachael Funk will serve as co-presidents. Our schedule
for the fall is still in the planning stage, but our next meeting
will be September 19, our annual meeting to tell of our trav-
els and show the treasures we encountered in the past year.

Two of our members, Billie Levy and Verne Mahoney,
attended the 33rd IBBY (International Board on Books for
Young People) World Congress held at the Imperial College
London in London, England, in August. The theme, “Cross-
ing Boundaries: Translations and Migrations,” is appropriate
to countries around the world as people and cultures mi-
grate and their stories go with them. Speakers included An-
thony Browne, Shaun Tan, Michael Rosen, Michael Mor-
purgo and Peter Sis, among others. At the Gala Reception,
the 2012 Hans Christian Andersen Awards were presented to
Maria Teresa Andruetto (Argentina) for literature and Peter
Sis (Czech Republic) for illustration.

Verne and Billie were able to participate in tours offered
by IBBY: a visit to the Victoria and Albert Museum’s Renier
Collection of Historic children’s Books and the Beatrix Pot-
ter collections, introduced by the Frederick Warne Curator
of Children’s Books; a day in Oxford visiting Christchurch
and its association with Dodgson and Alice in Wonderland
and other places associated with famous authors; Roald
Dahl’'s Museum, and the unexpectedly outstanding Harry
Potter Museum where the films were made.

Another ABC member, Frank Gagliardi, is an important
collector of movable and pop-up books. Frank acquired a
number of interesting titles on a summer trip to Belgium.
Among the books he brought for the “Show and Tell” were a
Magritte pop-up and a Tintin pop-up. Frank also visited the
Centre Belge de la Bande Dessinee — a museum for comic
strip art located in an Art Nouveau building designed by
Victor Horta, who is the subject of a forthcoming pop-up
book. Frank attended the Movable Book Society conference
in Salt Lake City in September. For more information, please
visit our website at http://abcocl.org

THE BALTIMORE BIBLIOPHILES

Programs - 2012-2013

Unless otherwise noted, meetings begin with wine and cock-
tails at 6:00 pm in the Milton Eisenhower Room of the Johns
Hopkins Club on the campus of the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity.

Wednesday, September 19, 2012: Author Susan Fillion
Topic: Her book, The Cone Sisters of Baltimore
The Johns Hopkins Club

Tuesday, November 27, 2012: Goucher College Professor
April Oettinger

Topic: The 1499 Hypnerotomachia Poliphili: Art and Play in
a Renaissance Romance

The Johns Hopkins Club-Buffet Dinner

Tentative Programs-2013

Janice Stagnitto Ellis, President. Quarto Conservation of
Books & Paper, Inc

THE BAXTER SOCIETY

The Baxter Society continues on in its twenty-eighth year
with an exciting program for 2012-13. While several pro-
grams are to be determined based upon speaker availability,
most are set in stone. This past August we held an out-of-
season lecture to the club by Justin G. Schiller from New
York, who was visiting Baxter member Rober Cotsen. The
lecture brought many people from outside the club to the
lecture hall, and Justin spent almost an hour recounting tales
of book-buying from around the world. September brings
historian William D. Barry, speaking on his new book
Maine, The Wilder Half of New England. In October, in con-
junction with the University of Southern Maine’s Kate Ch-
eney Chappell 83 Center for Book Arts, we will have a discus-
sion on books with artists Jan Owen and Walter Tisdale. We
will hear in November from Dr. Kahn, speaking about the
DeBurian Club. December’s annual meeting and celebration
promises to be well-attended; a new Honorary Member is to
be elected, an event that has not occurred in many years.

THE BIxXxBY CLUB

The Bixby Book Club is looking forward to a busy event
schedule for the fall. It will be a sponsor, along with the St.
Louis Mercantile Library Association, for the exhibition,
“The Art of the Printed Book through the Centuries” a Mis-
souri Center for the Book, National Endowment for the Arts
travelling program kicking off Sept. 7 in St. Louis and run-
ning through Oct. 28, before moving on to the University of
Missouri-Columbia and next to the Springfield Public Li-
brary. Workshops are planned in each location led by book
artists and local printers to allow school age visitors the
chance to plan, print and illustrate their own book, an “edi-
tion” of Huckleberry Finn. On Sunday, October 21, for our
“Brunch and Lecture”, Erin Davis, Rare Book Librarian at
Washington University, Gregory Pass, director of Special
Collections and the Vatican Film Library at St. Louis Univer-
sity, and John Hoover, director of the St. Louis Mercantile
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Library Association, will present a panel discussion on fine
printing in St. Louis. They will provide a showcase for their
own institution’s collections, which were endowed and sup-
ported by one of the greatest early twentieth-century collec-
tors (and publishers) of fine press books, William K. Bixby,
our Club’s namesake.

On September 30 the Bixby Club will welcome its good
friend and former member, noted historian Mark Neely, who
will help open an exhibition on Presidential election treasures,
from ballots and campaign posters to buttons and rare books,
in the Mercantile Library’s Dr. Allen B. & Helen S. Shopmaker
Political Collection. Neely will be speaking on “The Democra-
tic Party in the Civil War and the Election of 1864”

November ¢ brings another bookish program to the
Bixby Club, when Ron Tyler, the former director of the
Amon Carter Museum delivers the 15th James E. Yeatman
Lecture in Clayton, Missouri. Tyler will be speaking on “Re-
ality vs. Myth: Karl Bodmer and the American West.” From
Audubon to Alfred Miller, from the early government west-
ern survey artists to Bodmer, Tyler has produced a body of
distinguished published research on the great Western
artists, whose reputation rests in large part on the heritage of
the book and especially the illustrated book.

THE BooOK CLUB OF CALIFORNIA

The Book Club of California Centennial celebrations are
well under way! Opening September 24th, our Centennial
Traveling Exhibition, Pressing Forward: The Book Club of
California at 100 comes home to our clubrooms. Through
December, 2012, visitors to the exhibition will have the
chance to travel through one hundred years of our beautiful
fine press books and ephemera.

Our Centennial Symposium, Way Out West: Fine Print-
ing and the Cultural History of the Book in California will be
held October 18-20, 2012, featuring: A keynote address by
poet & typographer Robert Bringhurst and a gala dinner at
the historic City Club of San Francisco; a Boat Ride on the
Bay with more than two-dozen presentations by printers,
writers, academics, collectors, and experts in the field of the
book. This once-in-a-century event will be sure to WOW!
All friends and bibliophiles are invited to attend.

Finally, marking its actual centenary, on 12-12-12 the
Club will host a birthday luncheon at the Julia Morgan Ball-
room in the Merchants Exchange Building—the founding
site of the BCC. We'd love to have fellow bibliophiles from
across the country join us in 1912 inspired revelry as we raise
our glasses to the next one hundred years! $100 a ticket.

The Club is also pleased to announce two new publica-
tions: William Reagh: A Long Walk Downtown, Photographs

of Los Angeles and Southern California, 1936-1991, featuring
130 of Reagh’s black & white, documentary-style photo-
graphs. The selections reflect Reagh’s perspective on urban
renewal and change in Los Angeles during the years in which
he worked, chronicling and paying tribute to the city over
time. Printed letterpress by William’s son, Patrick Reagh,
with an essay by Michael Dawson. Price $225. The special
edition of 50 copies with a silver-gelatin print has sold out.

Paul Frenzeny Chinatown Sketches: An Artist’s Fascina-
tion with San Francisco’s Chinese Quarter—1875—1882 ex-
amines the work of French special-correspondent Frenzeny
and his woodcuts of Chinatown. Created for Harper’s be-
tween 1874 and 1882, they depict Chinese culture in all its
sensory intensity at a time when that population was being
harassed and repressed. By Claudine Chalmers, with a pref-
ace by Philip P. Choy. Price $125.

To participate in our Centennial, order publications, or
for more information about The Book Club, please visit
www.bccbooks.org or call (415) 781-7532.

THE CAXTON CLUB

The Caxton Club will begin the 2012-2013 season with a
lunch program featuring Caxtonian John Notz talking about
a new book commissioned by the trustees of Chicago’s
Graceland Cemetery. The book, Graceland Cemetery: A De-
sign History by Christopher Vernon, explores the layers of
design evident in the National Register cemetery, and the
professional designers who were involved in its creation.
Later that month, the Club will begin the year’s evening pro-
grams with Carla Zecher, director of the Center for Renais-
sance Studies headquartered at the Newberry Library, speak-
ing about “The Musical Treasures of the Newberry Library.”

In October, at the dinner meeting, Michael Mendle,
Professor of History at the University of Alabama, will dis-
cuss the rise of shorthand in seventeeth-century England. At
the lunch meeting the week before, Newberry Library Presi-
dent David Spadafora will address the Club about the New-
berry’s 125th Anniversary Show, set to open September 6th,
with 125 of the finest materials from the Library’s collections.

The November lunch features a field trip to the Pritzker
Military Library to see a new exhibition: “She’s a WOW:
Women in WWIL” The guide for the visit will be Teri Em-
brey, Chief Librarian at the Pritzker and a Caxtonian. The
dinner meeting will feature Gordon Turnbull speaking
about his role as the general editor of the Yale Boswell Edi-
tions, in an address entitled “James Boswell’s Life of John-
son: The Director’s Cut.”

December brings, as always, the Club’s rollicking holi-
day party complete with a silent and (in the Chicago tradi-
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tion) an open outcry auction. This event tends to raise a fair
amount of money for the Club, and generally provides even
more entertainment.

Next vear holds much promise. In February Eric Sauter
of the University of Chicago will talk about the carbon foot-
print of Thoreau’s Walden, analyzing the people, plants, an-
imals, and machines involved in the book’s production. In
March, Katie Gucer, an independent scholar, will speak
about cross-cultural exchange between England and the
Continent in early modern Furope. In April, Julia Miller of
the University of Michigan will discuss early American
bookbindings.

Outside of its regular programming for members, on
April 6th the Club will sponsor a public symposium at the
Newberry Library focusing on an important, often over-
looked, and edgy form of printed expression. The program
will present three primary speakers and four panelist discus-
sants who will explore in depth the history and current
trends in the use of self-produced books and pamphlets to
express individualized, unconventional, controversial, or
prohibited messages. The particular media to be examined
include zines, samizdat, and other forms of outsider pub-
lishing.

At present, the confirmed primary morning speakers are
Jenna Freedman, director of Research & Instruction and
Zine Librarian, History and Women’s Studies, Barnard Col-
lege; Lisa Gitelman, associate professor of Media and Eng-
lish, New York University; and Ann Komaromi, assistant
professor, Centre for Comparative Literature, University of
Toronto. The afternoon discussion panel will comprise
Davida Breier, editor of the zine review journal Xerography
Debt; Johanna Drucker, professor of Information Studies at
UCLA and author of The Century of Artists’ Books; Anne
Elizabeth Moore, teacher of Visual and Critical Studies at the
School of the Art Institute of Chicago; and Steve Tomasula,
professor of English at Notre Dame.

The Symposium is free and open to the public, and reg-
istration is not required. Members of FABS clubs are encour-
aged to attend and participate in this important discussion.

THE COLOPHON CLUB

The Colophon Club is pleased to announce that we will
award a grant to a book arts student to attend CODEX IV
International Book Fair and Symposium taking place at the
Craneway Pavillion in Point Richmond (near Berkeley) Feb-
ruary 10-13, 2013. This is a not-to-be-missed event for book
lovers!

We are also very proud that we have now surpassed one-
hundred member mark! Huzzah!

Last Winter and Spring the Colophon Club was regaled
by some of our own distinguished members. In February
Simran Thadani gave a beautiful lecture entitled “Penman-
ship in its Utmost Beauty and Extent: Notes on the Study of
Renaissance Handwriting Manuals,” where she discussed the
beauty of letterforms written and printed and the complex
world of handwriting manuals: how they are both manu-
script and print, both image and text, simultaneously peda-
gogical, commercial, and aesthetic objects. Members Kath-
leen Burch and John McBride designed and printed
letterpress the gorgeous invitation with a special Valentines
Day keepsake included.

“Mad Paper! Adventures in Collecting Advertising
Ephemera,” was the hilarious talk given in March by Marc
Selvaggio, Berkeley-based book and ephemera dealer, who
has long been interested in printed advertising. In recent
years he has been building unusual collections for a number
of institutions. People have been putting ink to paper for a
long time in the service of commerce in order to sell goods,
services, and ideas . . . to persuade, encourage, enthuse, in-
form, and arouse. In this wonderfully illustrated talk Selvag-
gio amazed us with images of ephemera seldom glimpsed . .
. songs about bakers and laxatives . . . pamphlets about toast
...comic books about shotguns . .. brochures with razors at-
tached. It was edgy and strange. It was a blast!

We were thrilled that Molly Schwarztburg, new curator
for the Albert & Shirley Small Special Collections at the Uni-
versity of Virginia Libraries, traveled to California (it helps
that her dad, Toby, is a Colophon member) to deliver the talk
“A Portal to Bohemia: Reconstructing a 1920’s Greenwich
Village Bookshop Online.” The story is a fantastic bit of de-
tective work on the famous poets’ door from Frank Shay’s
Bookstore now residing in the Harry Ransom Center. The
door, in the collection for fifty years, had been little studied
until the internet made possible the intense research track-
ing down the 242 signatures of famous and obscure artists,
writers, publishers, and habitués of the Village. Molly cu-
rated this “virtual” online exhibit using artifacts gathered
from across the Ransom Center’s collections to provide us
with documentation of the shop’s operations and the lives
and careers of its customers. Massive databases of searchable
books, newspapers and magazines from the 1920s that are
now available online have made it possible to identify dozens
of the more obscure names on the door in a matter of min-
utes or hours. I urge readers to visit this fascinating exhibit
at http://norman.hrc. utexas.edu/bookshopdoor/#1. One
can read the forgotten history of the shop, immerse oneself
in the Village, and visualize the many connections among
the bohemians who browsed the shop’s shelves. This is an
ongoing project and they hope that audience participation
will enrich it with further information—and help them
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identify those signatures that still remain mysteries.

Our last speaker of the season in May was Adan Griego,
Curator for Latin American, Mexican American & Iberian
Collections at Stanford University Library, who gave us a
lively rendition on the highlights of the three-day event in
February 2012 put on by the new cross-border affiliate of the
CODEX Foundation, CODEXMEXICO, at the Estacion In-
dianilla in Mexico City that included a book arts exhibition,
symposium, and book fair. The exhibition Codex México: Li-
bros de Artista (with catalogue) included works by five con-
temporary Californian fine press printers (on loan from the
Stanford University Library) shown with an equal number
of Mexican artists’ books—more than one hundred books in
all. Interested parties are encouraged to read the recent arti-
cle in this summer’s Book Club of California Quarterly
Newsletter entitled “Report: CODEXMEXICO and
Beyond .. ” by Peter Koch and Susan Filter.

The Colophon Club’s schedule for the Fall of 2012:

September 11: Graphic designer Luis Rodriguez from
Mexico City will speak about an exhibit he curated and pro-
duced, “Read Me: Pages Front & Back.”

October 9: Member and book artist Jonathan Gerken
will address us on his series of books on apples and Thoreau.

November 8: Beloved local book artist and printer Mary
Laird, “Is it a Waffle or a Mattress? Alchemical Perturbations
in the Book Life of Mary Risala Laird.”

December 11: Our wild and fun holiday Wayzgoose
party.

The Colophon Club meets at the Berkeley City Club for
cocktails, dinner, and a talk on the second Tuesday of the
month September through May. For information or an invi-
tation to a meeting contact: Susan Filter at (510) 849-2615, or
susan@peterkochprinters.com

THE DELAWARE BIBLIOPHILES

We began the year 2012 with a Collector’s Showcase at the
Brandywine Hundred Library. Items shown consisted of a
variety of books, photographs and ephemera. Included were
nineteenth-century stock certificates for the Delaware Rail-
road Company and the Wilmington Institute Library; a 1799
deed for a property owned by the nephew of Caesar Rodney;
a menu found with a Will Bradley Mission Toy ornament;
folded brochure of the Hotel DuPont (1914); and a copy of
The Charter, Laws and Catalogue of Books of the Library
Company of Philadelphia of 1764, printed by Franklin & Hall.
It was found in Pennsylvania at an antique mall near Ren-
ningers. Photographs included the Quaker Meeting house in
Wilmington by Wilmington photographer Joseph Maybin,

and a real photo postcard of the Band at Ft. DuPont. Books
included one on China Painting (1896); a signed first edition
of Dawn Powell’s A Time to be Born; and a 1724 book in vel-
lum binding of Bibliotheca Antiquaria et Exegatica . . . by

Petri Zornii.

The Delaware Bibliophiles celebrated their 35th anniver-
sary with a dinner on March 27th at the Ed Oliver Golf
Course, with thirty-six members and guests attending. Our
guest speaker was Joel Fry, curator of Bartram’s Garden in
Philadelphia. His illustrated presentation on “The Bartram
Family Collection of Books” was outstanding. He told the
story on how he has attempted to reconstruct John Bar-
tram’s library using a variety of sources. He began with the
September 15, 1779 inventory of the estate of John Bartram
that arrived at a total value for the estate of £4,840.12 of
which a “Library of Books” amounted to £1,000. Other
sources included books that had Bartram’s bookplate; books
mentioned in letters written by Bartram; auction sales;
newspaper ads as well as news accounts. The latter included
the article about books donated to the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania by Bartram’s son William M. Bartram of ap-
proximately one hundred volumes.

Mr. Fry told about the Bartram family and showed the
imaginary portrait of John Bartram by Howard Pyle. He de-
scribed the exchange of plant samples as well as seeds that
Bartram conducted with members of the Royal Society in
England. John Bartram established America’s first botanical
garden devoted to the collection and study of North Ameri-
can plants. John and later his son William traveled the length
of eastern North America—from Florida to Lake Ontario
and as far west as the Mississippi River to collect trees and
shrubs for their garden and for collectors at home and
abroad. The Bartram’s are credited with identifying and in-
troducing into cultivation more that 200 native plants. In
1765, King George Il appointed John Bartram “King’s
Botanist” for North America. In 1783, the Bartram’s issued
the first printed plant catalogue in America.

The DB’s met in April at the Delaware Art Museum in
the gallery featuring Katharine Pyle for a presentation by
Phyllis Aerenson, a docent at the museum and member of
the DB’s. She spoke about her research and discoveries and
showed examples of Katharine Pyle’s books from her per-
sonal collection. Phyllis had discovered in the possession of
a Katharine Pyle ancestor a book never published that was
written by Pyle on her later years in Wilmington (Why I Re-
member). It was a sequel to an earlier book she wrote, Nancy
Rutledge, which takes place in Wilmington in her younger
years. Katharine Pyle was ten years younger than her oldest
brother Howard Pyle. Katharine Pyle studied with William
Merritt Chase as well as at the Art Students League.
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Delaware artist E. O. C. Darley was an early influence on her
work. Phyllis had also made arrangements to have Mary
Page Evans give us a personal tour of her exhibit “Painted
Poetry: The Art of Mary Page Evans” on display at the mu-
seurn. She is a plein air painter working outdoors to capture
air and light and the vitality of nature not seen when work-
ing in a studio. This beautiful exhibit is a retrospective of her
work covering more than forty years and it was a real treat
to be given a conducted tour by the artist herself.

Two DB members were recently honored. Widener Uni-
versity School of Law announced that “the newly established
Helen S. Balick Chair in Business Bankruptcy Law honors
Judge Balick’s pivotal role in the national development of
business bankruptcy proceedings.” Past president of the DB’s
Gordon Pfeiffer was inducted into the University of
Delaware Alumni Wall of Fame in June 2012. Robert D.
Fleck, Jr. preceded Gordon and was inducted in 2009. For
more information on our Club and future meeting plans
contact our president, Tom Doherty, at tsquarei787
@aol.com. Guests are always welcome.

THE BooK CLUB OF DETROIT

Our events calendar began in April when Naomi Long Mad-
gett, Poet Laureate of Detroit, read and spoke to our stand-
ing-room only crowd in the meeting room of the Traffic Jam
Restaurant. In May we convened at Keirnan’s Steak House to
be entertained by Stephen Haffner, who shared with us his
experience during a (so far) fourteen-year odyssey in pub-
lishing. His Haffner Press has become the premier publisher
of classic pulp fiction. We were invited to the beautiful and
grand home of Barry Neavill and Mary Ann Sheble in De-
troit’s Indian Village neighborhood on a perfect day in June.
Professor Neavill kept us spellbound while he discussed The
Modern Library Series, about which he is a scholar. There
was much to discuss during the potluck dinner that fol-
lowed. The Book Club of Detroit’s traditional “book crawl”
moved to Ann Arbor this year, where there are still enough
out-of-print brick and mortar stores to make a good after-
noon of shopping with a variety of food options along the
way. For the August event, members converged on the
Manoogian Museum in Southfield. This fine gem of a mu-
seum showcases Armenian culture. Their early manuscripts
and early printed books are amazing. Who knew that a tra-
dition of printing with movable type began there 500 years
ago? A luncheon at the museum followed.

FLORIDA BIBLIOPHILE SOCIETY

Summer came to a close, and the Florida Bibliophile Society
kicked off the season at its September meeting with a pres-
entation by member Art Walker on one of his favorite sub-
jects, Sherlock Holmes. Art, a long-time Sherlockian, told
those in attendance about his extensive collection and how
he acquired many of the items, including books, scale mod-
els, masks, and other items, on display for all to peruse after
the meeting. A special guest, Wiggins, the chief operative of
the Baker Street Irregulars (impersonated by newly elected
FBS vice president Maureen El Mulvihill) introduced Art to
the delight of all.

Maureen, who only took office in May, went quickly to
work finding a fabulous lineup of speakers for upcoming
meetings. So far, novelist James Macomber will speak in Oc-
tober on his life and career in books. FBS member Bill
Scheuerle will give a preview on his new book-in-develop-
ment on the importance of the game of croquet in the Vic-
torian era.

In January, Sarasota book dealer Arthur Grimwood will
speak on the work at his shop, A. Parker Books, and its
strength in James Boswell, Samuel Johnson, Arthur Conan
Doyle, and other eighteenth-century subjects.

A FBS committee is developing plans to have a booth at
the Tampa Bay Times Festival of Reading on October 20 to
get the word out about the Society.

The December holidays will be celebrated with the an-
nual FBS party of friends, food and good cheer, along with
the annual silent auction of donated books.

Members also are looking forward to volunteering at
the check-in table at the 32nd Annual Florida Antiquarian
Book Fair on March 8-10, 2013.

At the May banquet, the Society maintained most of the
officers, president Irene Pavese, secretary-treasurer and
FABS liaison Carl Mario Nudi. The newsletter editor is Sue
Tihansky. Filling the vacant officer positions were Maureen
as vice president and Tarsha Ahmad as recording secretary.

The Florida Bibliophile Society invites any FABS mem-
ber to attend our meetings and events when visiting the
Tampa Bay area. We meet every third Sunday of the month
from September through May. Check out our website for
more information at floridabibliophilesociety.org.

THE NoO. 44 SOCIETY

The No. 44 Society, the book collecting club of Champaign-
Urbana, meets once a month on the second Wednesday dur-
ing the academic year in The Rare Book & Manuscript Li-
brary at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
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PARENTHESIS

THE JOURNAL OF THE FINE PRESS BOOK ASSOCIATION

THE FORTHCOMING ISSUE OF PARENTHESIS FEATURES

Chandler O’Leary & Jessica Spring on The Dead Feminist Broadsides

Peter Thomas on Victor Hammer’s Personal ‘I’ « Steve Miller on book arts at the University of Alabama

Kerry McAleer-Keeler on book arts at the Corcoran School of Art + Design - Bruce Kennett on the Neugebauer Press

Russell Maret on the Dale Guild’s New Guard « Bruce Whiteman on the future of rare books

In-depth reviews of contemporary fine press books and much, much more

Parenthesis is a twice-yearly benefit of membership in the Fine Press Book Association.

To join, get involved, or to learn more about the FPBA please visit www.fpba.com.

Now in our seventh year, our club has launched another
set of interesting and informative programs and events for
2012-13.

New for this year is the launching of a club and library-
sponsored essay contest for undergraduate and graduate
students at the University of Illinois. To foster the use of pri-
mary sources and rare materials, The No. 44 Society and The
Rare Book & Manuscript Library will offer two prizes each
year for the best research paper based on original sources
consulted from among the Library’s collections. The prizes
include separate judging and prizes for undergraduate
(Fletcher Award) and graduate (Baldwin Prize) student pa-
pers. Professors in any department may nominate a stu-
dent’s work. All submissions must be made by faculty (not
by the students themselves).

The prize for undergraduate collectors is named for
Harris Francis Fletcher (1892-1971), professor of English
(1926-62), whose John Milton collection is a jewel of the
University. The graduate prize honors T.W. Baldwin, who
put together a remarkable collection of imprints from the
age of Shakespeare, with strengths in Elizabethan drama,
pedagogy, religion, and social history. The topic of the win-
ning research paper need not be related to these collections.
The award for each category is $500.

The Emblems Portal: A presentation by Tom Kilton,

Mara Wade, Tim Cole, and M.J. Han. This multi-media
presentation will bring us up to date on an important online
project to link digital emblems resources.

October 10, 2012, 3:00pm in RBML: Daniel Traister, the
Curator of Research Services, Annenberg Rare Book and
Manuscript Library, at the University of Pennsylvania, will
deliver the third annual Joan Friedman Lecture in Book His-
tory. He has written extensively on the history of books and
printing and on topics in English and American literature.

November 14, 2012, 3:00pm (venue to be determined):
Jennifer Hain Teper, head, Department of Conservation at
the University Library will lead hands-on demonstrations
about box-making for books.

December 12, 2012, 3:00pm in RBML: Come join us for
a Holiday Cheer Party and book brag. Kolb-Proust Archivist
Caroline Szylowicz will also present an update on the RBML
“bibliocTECH” digitization program. Club members and all
in the mood to share new acquisitions or old favorites are in-
vited to bring highlights from their collections to display.

February 13, 2013 AT 3:00pm in RBML: Adam Doskey, a
lead cataloger and project supervisor of the Rare Book Cat-
aloging Project will talk about curating his exhibition on
Arctic materials in the collections of The Rare Book & Man-
uscript Library.

March 13, 2013, 3:00pm in RBML: Art historian Stephen
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Scher will give a talk entitled; “Collecting Art in the Italian
Renaissance: Rome, Florence, Mantua.” Scher has also guest
curated exhibitions at the Frick and the National Gallery of
Art in Washington, D.C.

April 10, 2013, 3:00pm in RBML: Barbara Burkhardt,
Professor of English at the University of Illinois at Spring-
field will talk about writer and editor William Maxwell.
Burkhardt is the author of “William Maxwell: A Literary
Life.”

May 8, 2013, 3:00pm in RBML: Winners of the 2013 Bald-
win and Fletcher essay contests will be announced.

. THE GROLIER CLUB

The 128th annual meeting, held on Thursday, 26 January,
2012, was surely one of the more festive such gatherings in
the Club’s history. Reports from President Flamm and other
members of the Council were unusually upbeat. Participants
elected the 2015 “Class” of seven new and returning Coun-
cilors—Fern Cohen, Bruce J. Crawford, Eugene S. Flamm,
Brian J. Heidtke, James J. Periconi, Kenneth Soehner, and
Szilvia E. Szmuk-Tanenbaum.

The traditional Annual Meeting auction was conducted
with panache and great good humor by David Redden (who
also happens to be vice chairman of Sotheby’s). The prize this
year was a set of one dozen Baccarat wine glasses engraved
with the Club device. The winner, after spirited bidding, was
former Grolier Club President William T. Buice III.

Upcoming Events at the Grolier Club

Tuesday, 11 September: 6:00-8:00pm: Public Exhibition
Opening. “In Pursuit of a Vision: Two Centuries of Collect-
ing at the American Antiquarian Society.” The exhibition
runs through 17 November, 2012.

Thursday, 27 September: 6:00-7:30pm: Lecture. Russell
Maret on “Time, Technology, and the Shapes of Letters.” Co-
sponsored by the Grolier Club, Columbia University Li-
braries, the Typophiles, and the New York chapter of the
American Printing History Association

Wednesday, 10 October: 5:30-7:30pm: Curator’s Chat.
James Periconi will conduct a tour of his exhibition
“Strangers in a Strange Land: Italian-Language American
Imprints in the United States, 1830-1945.” Mr. Periconi will
conduct a series of public lunchtime tours of his exhibition
from 1:00 to 2:00pm on consecutive Wednesdays, 3, 10, and
17 October. Non-member advance registration required.

Tuesday, 4 December: 6:00-8:00pm: Public Exhibition
Opening. “From Wunderkammer to Museum, 1599 to 1850.”
Curated by Florence Fearrington. Reception. The exhibition
runs through 2 February, 2013.

Bibliography Week 2012 Preliminary Schedule of
Events at the Grolier Club

Wednesday, 23 January: Noon- 2:00pm: Luncheon buf-
fet and lecture. Florence Fearrington and Earle Havens will
speak about the themes of the current public exhibition,
“From Wunderkammer to Museum, 1599 to 1850.” Non-
member luncheon cost $35 in advance.

Member’s Exhibition Opening. Opening reception-De-
tails TBA. 5:30 to 7:30pm in the second floor book room.

Friday, 25 January: The annual meeting of the Biblio-
graphical Society of America. Papers from new scholars at
2:00pm, meeting at 4:00pm. Reception follows.

And Looking Ahead: Tuesday, 19 February, 2013. 6:00-
8:00pm: Public Exhibition Opening. “American Little Maga-
zines of the 1890s: A Revolution in Print.” Curated by Kirsten
MacLeod. The exhibition runs through 27 April.

New Members Jared Camins-Esakov (Forest Hills, NY);
Christopher Morgan (Boston, MA); Robert A. Yellowlees
(Atlanta, GA); Gregory D. Davis (Roswell, GA); Ronald K.
Shelp (New York, NY); Michael Widener New Haven, CT);
Mark Schaefer (New York, NY); lan Brabner (Wilmington,
DE); Gerald W. Cloud (Los Angeles, CA 90024); Helen Drutt
English (New York, NY); Daniel Lewis (Pasadena, CA); Is-
abelle De Conihout (Paris, France); James P. Ascher (Boul-
der, CO); Andrew Gaub (Narberth, PA); And a “welcome
back” to John C. Van Horne (Wynnewood, PA); Stephen
Bury (New York, NY); Madeleine Kennedy Saraceni (New
York, NY); Patricia Phagan (Poughkeepsie, NY); David Rips
(South Pasadena, CA); Eric Wakin (New York, NY); David
M Kahn (Blue Mountain Lake, NY); Jean-Baptiste De Pro-
yart (Paris, France); Jonathan D. Rabinowitz (New York,
NY); Heather Wolfe (Washington, DC ) Paul Vogel (East
Hampton, NY)

THE HIMES & DUNIWAY SOCIETY

With a deep sense of loss we report the passing of our friend,
mentor and bookman, Brian G. Booth. As one of the found-
ing members of The Himes & Duniway Society, Brian’s par-
ticipation, leadership and behind the scenes mentoring pro-
vided us with a steady hand that allowed this organization to
grow and provide a home for book collecting in Oregon.
Quoting from Steve Duin’s wonderful article published
March 7, 2012 in The Oregonian:

When Brian Booth was once asked where he found
the time to nurture, or rescue, so many of his
homeland’s writers and institutions, he said, “I love
Oregon. And that was always on my plate.”
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' Punks: Stewart Holbrook’s Lowbrow
Northwest.
To learn more about the remarkable life
of this bookman, please visit http://
www.himesduniway.org.

; Our annual meeting was held at the

Oregon historical Society. Learning our
ANTIQUARIAN BOOKSELLERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA mistakes from last year’s annual meeting,
i _— — —| libations were held until after the meet-
" : ing. We did the usual business of the elec-
tion of officers and new members. We
were treated to a fabulous private tour of
the Treasures of the Vault exhibit by the
Executive Director, Kerry Tymchuk.
Highlights included original Lewis and
Clark Expedition artifacts and journals
and such things as the original control
panel from the Trojan nuclear power
plant.
Geoff Wexler, the library director
and a Himes & Duniway member, then

PurChase BOOkS, took us behind the scenes into the li-

| brary. We were treated to rarely-seen
books and maps dating back to when

|
’ CatCh U On Ne W S) Oregon was a territory, including shi
g Y g ship
journals from captains that routinely

| & D iS cover called on the Oregon territory.

Our Spring meeting was a bit un-

. B usual, as we welcomed a collection of sci-
Up com lng Falrs ence fiction from Concordia University

library. In attendance were librarians and
administrators from Concordia, the
donor’s family, and members of the
Himes and Duniway Society. Member

’ & ”;1 20 West 44th St., Suite 507, New York, NY 10036 John Henley spoke about the significance
z 7 T:212.944.8291 F: 212.944.8293 of the collection and how science fiction
}'“";/_% \ s‘é abaa.o rg ]itera-tuTe became part of mainstream
i s publishing.
There are many significant pieces in
the collection that Mr. Henley discussed.
| “He did more to resurrect the idea of Oregon liter- These included the origins of science fic-
ature than anyone I can think of,” added Brian tion genre contained in pulp magazines. Many known and
Doyle, author of Mink River. “He was intent that we unknown authors are represented in this collection. Of spe-
' remember the great storytellers and absolutely cial interest are the Ray Bradbury pieces, including corrected
committed to how we are stories, to how stories are manuscripts and letters.
the food of a place” The Himes and Dunaway Society is especially excited to

' be the co-sponsor of the Reed College Book Collecting Con-
A devoted collector of rare books, Booth rescued .. :
} ) test. This is patterned after the wonderful partnership be-
writers such as H.L. Davis and Stewart Holbrook . i
from d b . -alizing the | i tween the book club of Washington and the University of
h‘(?le um{) N kscu‘ilf?d mern(;:;ab;zlllng t Z a‘:‘;;l: 1lr1 Puget Sound. Jane Carlin, school librarian at UPS, has been
8 1994 Dook Whidwier, Wobliies: an e our guide in establishing this partnership. We look forward
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to submitting the winner in The National Collegiate Book
Collecting Contest. As many of you know, this national level
contest is supported by the Antiquarian Booksellers Associ-
ation of America (ABAA), the Fellowship of American Bib-
liophilic Societies (FABS), the Center for the Book and the
Rare Books and Special Collections Division of the Library
of Congress.

Let us know if you are going to be in Oregon
(info@himesduniway.org). Information about our Society
and its events can be found at www.himesduniway.org.

LONG ISLAND BOOK COLLECTORS

Marjorie Rosenthal will be ending her much-appreciated
stint as president with the election of new officers at our
September 9th meeting on the LIU/CWPost Campus. Dur-
ing her presidency, we made the move from meeting in a
simple classroom to the resplendent Hunt room in Winnick
Hall at the LIU/CWPost Campus in Brookville. With the
help of the director of special collections Conrad Schoeffling
and Jarron Jewell, Marjorie oversaw the placement of our
archives in the Archives at LIU/CWPost. Following the busi-
ness meeting, we look forward to a new season of meetings
with a presentation by Jerry Deutsch and his magic collec-
tion. On October 14th, Dara Zagar with present his collec-
tion of Korans and other Middle Eastern items. This will be
followed by Ron Wood’s presentation of miniature books in
December, and Peter Falotico’s collection of art by artist
William Starkwether in January of next year. Our annual
luncheon meeting will be in November, at the historic Mil-
leridge Inn in Jericho Long Island. A speaker has yet to be
announced for this meeting.

THE MANUSCRIPT SOCIETY

The Manuscript Society DIGEST proudly joins our website
www.manuscriptsociety.org and the Manuscript Society
Facebook page as on-line resources for connoisseurs of rare
books and manuscripts. Managed by our News editor, Patri-
cia K. Vaccaro, the Digest is a monthly e-mail list of news, in-
cluding events such as meetings, personalities, exhibits, pub-
lications and sales pertaining to manuscripts and books;
links will be provided to enable subscribers to access articles
of items which interest them. The News is available in an
electronic version to Society members; the Digest will be
available free to all. FABS readers and their friends may re-
ceive the Digest by sending an e mail to digest
@manuscript.org with the subject line “sign me up for the

digest”. Subscribers of the Digest are invited to contribute
news items to the same address, which should be useful for
FABS affiliates.

The 65th Annual Meeting of the Society was in Quebec
City in May. Our headquarters, the elegant, imposing Hotel
Chateau Frontenac, featured hallways lined with photo-
graphs of personalities and events from the hotel’s history.
Our Board of Trustees meeting and the Society business
meeting were in rooms that had been the site of World War
II meetings of Churchill and Roosevelt. Perhaps future visi-
tors to the Chéteau Frontenac will view a photo of new
Manuscript Society president, Beverly Hill gracing a promi-
nent wall. The Board of Trustees recognized Herbert Rubin’s
service to the Society by electing him as the second Life
Member of the Board; we hope to have his sage advice for
many years to come. New Board members are Peter Drum-
mey of the Massachusetts Historical Society, Dr. Scott
Mubarak, an avid collector and pediatric orthopedic sur-
geon in San Diego, and Kevin Segall of Los Angeles, author-
ity on popular culture and proprietor of CollectorsShangri-
La.com. Robert Hopper was elected vice president. Francis
Brennan, after several years in the demanding position of
chair of the ethics committee, finished his term on the Board
with appropriate thanks for his service. In discussing the im-
portant issue of replevin, The Board noted the publication
of Trustee Dr. Elizabeth Dow’s new book Archivists, Collec-
tors, Dealers, and Replevin, available at Amazon.com.

David Mendel was our tour organizer and guide. Histo-
rian, author, and long time Quebec City resident, Mendel
opened the tour with an erudite illustrated lecture on what
we would be seeing, and accompanied the group throughout
visits to an itinerary that included sites spanning 400 years
of Quebec history. This gave a unique unity to the meeting.
The important role of the Christian religion to Quebec was
reflected in our visits to the Ursuline Convent, the Quebec
Seminary, Notre-Dame de Quebec Basilica, and the Angli-
can Cathedral of the Holy Trinity, all a brief walk from our
hotel. Consistent with Manuscript Society tradition, we were
warmly greeted at each venue and treated to “behind the
scenes” visits, and manuscripts, books, and artifacts not gen-
erally on view.

At the Ursuline Convent, founded in 1631, we had a tour
of the chapel and then viewed letters of French royalty and
the Convent founder, Marie de I'Incarnation. Architecture
was a main feature of the Seminary, where entering the
courtyard “makes one feel as if one is no longer in North
America,” in the words of David Mendel. The interior of the
Notre-Dame Basilica continues that feeling with its spectac-
ular baldechino. The Anglican Cathedral (1800) was mod-
eled on London’s St. Martin in the Fields church, and fi-
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nanced by King George III. Here we heard a brief organ
recital on a rare European chamber organ and viewed the
Communion silver, also the gift of the King. As a curiosity, a
brief piano recital included the song “Darling je vous aime
beaucoup”, perhaps the only popular standard written by
manuscript dealer Anna Sosenko in 1935. The secular por-
tion of the meeting included fabulous manuscripts at both
the Archives of the National Assembly and the “Archives Na-
tionales du Quebec” at Laval University.

The final day saw the group revert to more mundane
tourist activities, but the visits to the Lower Town of the Old
City, The Isle of Orleans, Montmorency Falls, the Quebec
Citadel and the Plains of Abraham Battlefield were them-
selves far from mundane, especially as brought to life by the
on-going narrative of David Mendel. To top things off, a fine
meal at the Garrison Club, with its military memorabilia,
was concluded by a visit from “Napoleon”. Society member
and premier collector of Napoleon’s documents Peter Fried-
man, decked out in authentic costume, gave with great
panache an illustrated talk on the personal life of the Em-
peror.

It was a meeting that will be difficult to top, but we will
give it the “old college try” next May when we go to Santa Fe,
returning to the New Mexico site of our 1993 meeting.

MINIATURE BOOK SOCIETY

Arrangements for Conclave XXX in Asheville, North Car-
olina, August 24-26, 2012, include a two-day workshop prior
to the Conclave with nationally recognized pop-up artist
Shawn Sheehy. He will then present a short workshop at the
Conclave on Saturday.

Other notable speakers and events include Laurie Corral
of Asheville Bookworks, who is co-hosting the event; Larry
Seidman, who has the preeminent collection of pop-up and
moveable books in the U.S., and will display miniature ex-
amples dating from 1820 to the present; Kelly Houle, who is
in the process of creating an illuminated Origin of Species
version of Darwin’s classic, and who will describe the
process and materials involved in making her latest minia-
ture book about illuminated beetles. On Saturday evening a
champagne and chocolate dessert buffet at Asheville Book-
Works will be followed by the annual auction conducted by
Father Joe Curran. The Book Fair will be open to the public
on Sunday from 11-4:30, followed by the Awards Banquet in
the evening with a guest speaker from the Biltmore dis-
cussing the Biltmore Library. On Monday attendees have the
option of joining a tour of the Biltmore estate and gardens
as well as the farm village and winery. Conclaves are the only

opportunity for all Society members to get together at one
time and a rare opportunity that publishers, writers, artists,
book sellers, and collectors have to see what others are cre-
ating.

This year we both celebrate and mourn: Bookseller and
publisher Glen Dawson turned 100 this year. Glen was feted
by a number of different groups, including the Zamorano
Club and the Sierra Club. He started mountain climbing as
a teenager, and served as a director of the Sierra Club from
1937 to 1951, with an interruption for military service when
he became a rock climbing and skiing instructor in the
Tenth Mountain Division. He succeeded his father as propri-
etor of Dawson’s Book Shop in Los Angeles and published
370 collectible books, including 92 miniatures. In 1990 he
was among a group of rare book experts working as consult-
ants with the FBI on the case of a compulsive rare book thief
who stole material from hundreds of libraries.

Unhappily, we have lost Jan Bohuslav Sobota of Loket,
Czech Republic, who died May 2. He was an internationally-
known bookbinder and designer, teacher and conservator.
Jan survived Nazis and Communists to come to the U.S. in
1984 under the sponsorship of the Rowfant Club of Cleve-
land. He worked in the conservation lab of Case Western Re-
serve University and he and his wife Jarmila established the
Saturday’s Book Arts Gallery in Euclid, Ohio. They later
moved on to Southern Methodist University in Dallas, then
re-emigrated to the Czech Republic in 1996. Jan became very
active in the Czech Society of Book Workers and in local
politics relating to small businesses and craftsmen, as well as
doing his own work and offering binding workshops. The
Sobotas received several Distinguished Book Awards from
the Miniature Book Society and the Norman Forgue Award
for outstanding contribution to the world of miniature
books in 2011. Jan was voted the Lifetime Achievement
Award for 2012 by the Guild of Book Workers.

THE PHILOBIBLON CLUB

The Philobiblon Club of Philadelphia notes the addition to
its Board of Directors two new members: Rachel D’Agostino
of the Library Company of Philadelphia, and Sam Streit, li-
brarian, retired, Brown University Libraries. The Philo-
biblon Club Board consists of Steve Rothman, President
(collector), Thomas M. Whitehead, Secretary (librarian,
Temple University), Jim Green, Treasurer (librarian, Library
Company of Philadelphia), Daniel Traister, Program Chair
(librarian, ret., University of Pennsylvania), Mary Leahy (li-
brarian, Rosemont), Brian Stilwell (collector), Lynne Far-
rington (librarian, University of Pennsylvania), and Charles
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Austermuhl (attorney, bookman).

The Club continues to meeting on
the second Tuesday of the months of Oc-
tober through April with dinner meet-
ings at the Franklin Inn Club of Philadel-
phia, and is initiating this 2012-2013
Season on October gth. The Club wel-
comes visiting FABS members to attend
its meetings whenever possible.

THE BIBLIOPHILE SOCIETY
OF ROCHESTER

The Bibliophile Society of Rochester
concluded the 2011-2012 season on June
13 with its annual banquet. Honored at
the banquet with the society’s Book-Per-
son-of-the-Year award was bookseller
Kenneth Kelbaugh. Ken discussed and

TRAVELLING 1-95?
JTOP & SJEE US AT

THE ARSJENAL

gave examples of the work of Dard
Hunter, printer and papermaker who
worked with Elbert Hubbard and the
Roycrofters in East Aurora, New York.

BROWSE OUR BOOKS & SESSA'S TOO
IN A COUNTRY-LIKE SETTING JUST
TWO LIGHTS & TWO MINUTES FROM EXIT 27
( STILL WITHIN PHILADELPHIA )

Speakers in our 2011-2012 season in-
cluded Peter Lovenheim, journalist and
essayist, whose writings have appeared in
the New York Times and New York maga-
zine; Fred Jordan, noted bookbinder and
document restorer and co-author of
Bookbinding for Book Artists; Jonathan
Smalter, owner of the traditional book-
shop Yesterday’s Muse; Dr. Anthony Ban-
non, director of the George Eastman
House, whose topic was the poet Robert
Lax; and Michael Czarnecki, poet and
proprietor of Foothills Press.

We begin our twenty-fourth season
on Wednesday, September 12, for a series of exciting new
program for the 2012- 2013 bibliophilic season. Details are
forthcoming in the monthly newsletter.

The Society is a diverse group of people. Some of us are
serious collectors of first editions or of finely printed, bound
or illustrated books; others are more modest or haphazard
collectors of “finds” from garage sales, flea markets, or sec-
ond-hand shops. And some of us aren’t even collectors, but
enjoy being around interesting books and book lovers. More
than anything, our mission is our motto: “Good Books,
Good Friends.”

Our meetings cover a wide range of subjects. Past pro-

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT ~ WFE'LL EMAIL
DIRECTIONS ~ WE'LL LOVE TO JEE YOU!

TEL 215.744.6734 ~ FAX 215.744.6137

RAREBKS@PRBM.COM

PRB&M ~ THE PHILADELPHIA
RARE BOOKS & MANUSCRIPTS
COMPANY ~ WWW.PRBM.COM

PRB&M SINCE 1984 ~ JSESSABKS SINCE 2001
JZEWCZYK & BUFFINGTON, PROPRIETORS

grams have included talks on literary figures such as Jane
Austen, Gilbert & Sullivan, and Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.,
and topics include the history of bookbinding, buying books
on the Internet, and collecting Modern Library editions.

All meetings are open to the public and are usually held
on the second Wednesday of September through May in the
Community Room at the Barnes & Noble bookstore in
Pittsford Plaza, beginning at 7:30 p.m. Occasional field trips
are made throughout the bibliophilic season, as announced
in the monthly mailing and through local news media. For
information, please contact Ray Edinger by phone at 585-
663-1339 or by email to redinger@rochester.rr.com.
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THE TICKNOR SOCIETY

2012 was a busy year for the Ticknor Society, as it celebrated
its 10th anniversary, presented its Spring 2012 programs, and
hosted the 2012 Fellowship of American Bibliophilic Soci-
ety’s Annual Book Tour and Symposium in Cambridge,
Massachusetts from June 6-10, 2012.

March 13, 2012: Owen Gingerich: “Leaves from a Bib-
liotec’s Casebook”

Owen Gingerich is Professor Emeritus of Astronomy
and of the History of Science at Harvard University and a
senior astronomer emeritus at the Smithsonian Astrophysi-
cal Observatory. In March, he gave a witty and engaging
presentation to the Ticknor Society called “Leaves from a
Bibliotec’s Casebook.” A passionate puzzle solver, Owen
Gingerich has played bibliographic detective over the years,
using extensive sleuthing to analyze mysteries and anomalies
in early scientific books by Copernicus, Galileo, and other
pioneering scientists. In the past three decades, Professor
Gingerich has become a leading authority on the seven-
teenth-century German astronomer Johannes Kepler and on
Nicholas Copernicus, the sixteenth-century cosmologist
who proposed the heliocentric system. He is the author of
The Book Nobody Read: Chasing the Revolutions of Nicolaus
Copernicus, The Eye of Heaven: Ptolemy, Copernicus, Kepler,
and many other titles.

April 7, 2012: The Tannenbaum Lewis Carroll Collec-
tion

On Saturday, April 7, 2012, the Ticknor Society paid a
visit to Ticknor Society board member Alan Tannenbaum’s
home to view his extensive collection of Lewis Carroll first
editions, manuscripts, and related materials. For details of
his collection, see the FABS tour description below.

FABS 2012 Bibliophilic Tour, June 6 - 10

In 2012, the Ticknor Society welcomed FABS members
from around the country to a convivial celebration, whose
theme was “Boston and the Book Arts,” showcasing the city’s
many public and private collections.

The tour combined visits to both public institutions and
private collections not ordinarily open to outside visitors,
including the Tannenbaum collection of Lewis Carroll, and
the David Godine collection in the book arts.

The FABS tour began on Wednesday, June 6, with a visit
to the William Morris Hunt Library, the main library of
Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts. The library features over
320,000 items, reflecting the strength of the Museum’s col-
lections in: Contemporary Art, Paintings, Drawings, Prints,
Photographs, Decorative Arts, Textiles, Art of Asia, Oceania,
Africa, Ancient American, Egypt, and Classical Art. The li-
brary staff displayed several dozen books from their Rare
and Special collections for FABS attendees.

That evening, the Houghton Library at Harvard Univer-
sity hosted an opening reception for the FABS group. The
group received a curator’s introduction to the Houghton’s
exhibition, “The Natural History of Edward Lear,” featuring
Lear’s natural history drawings. After that, we viewed special
exhibits devoted to Samuel Johnson, John Keats, and Emily
Dickinson, and an additional display of selected treasures
from the library’s world renowned collections, including
one of Tennessee Williams’ notebooks, and the director’s an-
notated script from the first production of Oscar Wilde's
The Importance of Being Earnest.

The next day, attendees traveled to the home of Lewis
Carroll collector Alan Tannenbaum and his wife Alison. A
former President of the Lewis Carroll Society of North
America, and a self-styled Carroll “completist,” Alan has col-
lected first editions of most of Carroll’s works, original art-
work for Carroll’s book illustrations, original letters, and
original photographs. Alan’s collection contains books from
Carroll’s own library, as well as books from the real Alice’s
shelves. He also has a large collection of Alice-related popu-
lar culture items, from theater and film to the only two
known models of Alice pinball machines. The Tannenbaums
built a special wing onto their home to house the collection.
Ticknor Recording Secretary Chris Morgan also entertained
the group by performing magic tricks known to have been
performed by Lewis Carroll.

That day, the group also visited the Peabody Essex Mu-
seum in Salem, Massachusetts. The museum’s roots date to
the 1799 founding of the East India Marine Society. After a
lunch in the Bartlett Gallery, surrounded by a sumptuous
display of the Museum’s Chinese export porcelain collec-
tion, Sidney E. Berger, the Ann C. Pingree Director of the
PEM’s Phillips Library, gave the group a brief preview of
“Unbound: Highlights from the Phillips library” The
Phillips library, one of New England’s oldest libraries, has an
international reputation as a major resource for maritime
history and art, New England life and culture, American
decorative arts, Asian art and culture, native American his-
tory and art, the art and culture of Oceania, natural history,
and genealogy. We also visited the East India Marine Hall,
which served as the museum’s earliest home, and toured the
Yin Yu Tang house, a remarkable late Qing dynasty mer-
chant’s house, brought piece-by-piece from China several
years ago to the Peabody Essex museum.

On Friday, the group visited the Boston Athenaum, a
membership library that first opened its doors in 1807. It is
one of the oldest and most distinguished independent li-
braries and cultural institutions in the United States. Its col-
lections comprise over half a million volumes, with particu-
lar strengths in Boston history, New England state and local
history, biography, English and American literature, and the
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fine and decorative arts. We attended presentations by Stan-
ley Ellis Cushing, Curator of rare books and manuscripts,
and James Reid-Cunningham, Associate Director for digital
programs and preservation. We also visited the print room
and the conservation lab, where we saw unique items from
the Boston Athenzum’s collection of artist’s books, fine
bindings, and the private libraries of George Washington
and Henry Knox.

That day we also visited the home of David R. Godine to
view his extensive book collection, featuring a special exhibit
that David created for the FABS tour, called “A Personal Sur-
vey of British Book and Binding Design: 1796 -1896.” David
is the founder and President of David R. Godine, Inc., a well-
known publishing house located in Boston, founded in 1970.
It currently produces between 20 and 30 titles per year, and
has 600 titles in print. David has won many awards, includ-
ing the Carey-Thomas award for Excellence in Publishing
and the Boston Globe Literary Press award. On display were
scores of books, from British books by William Bulmer and
Thomas Bentley from the turn of the 18th century, through
William Morris’s Kelmscott Chaucer from 1896, in a unique
Victorian leather binding. David distributed a special keep-
sake containing extensive descriptions of the many books on
view, emphasizing the personalities behind the art, engrav-
ing, bindings, and publishing. Each FABS attendee was also
invited to visit the barn in back and run off a broadside with
his or her name on it.

On Saturday morning, In conjunction with the sympo-
sium, the Ticknor Society presented a special Bookseller’s
Showcase, featuring over twenty booksellers from New Eng-
land and environs. The New England Chapter of the Guild
of Book Workers and the North Bennet Street School also
exhibited in conjunction with the “Boston and the Book
Arts” Symposium.

On Saturday afternoon, to celebrate its tenth anniver-
sary, the Ticknor Society presented a joint Symposium on
“Boston and the Book Arts” at the Sheraton Commander
Hotel, in conjunction with the 2012 FABS Book Tour. Tic-
knor President Tom Michalak welcomed more than 110
FABS attendees, Ticknor members, and booksellers. Beth
Carroll-Horrocks introduced several well-known Boston-
area speakers:

John Kristensen, master printer and proprietor of The
Firefly Press, discussed Boston printing and publishing at
the turn of the twentieth century.

Katherine McCanless Ruffin, director of the book arts
program at Wellesley College, gave a talk about artist’s books
and the art of the book.

Todd Pattison, book binder and conservator, discussed
the rise of publisher’s bindings in Boston and how they set

the quality and aesthetic standards for book bindings in the
mid-19th century.

Georgia Barnhill, Director, Center for Historic Ameri-
can Visual Culture at the American Antiquarian Society, dis-
cussed literary book illustration in Boston from Thomas &
Andrews to Ticknor & Fields.

That evening, members of the Fellowship of the Ameri-
can Bibliophilic Societies joined with Ticknor Society mem-
bers and participants in the Booksellers’ Showcase to attend
the Ticknor Society Annual Reception and Dinner, with fea-
tured dinner speaker Nick Basbanes. He is a long-time Tic-
knor Society member and author of many books about
books, including Patience and Fortitude and A Gentle Mad-
ness: Bibliophiles, Bibliomanes, and the Eternal Passion for
Books. The latter was named a New York Times Notable Book
of the Year.

During the course of the FABS tour, some of the FABS
members also visited other local attractions, including the
Longfellow House in Cambridge. The house also served as
headquarters for General George Washington during the be-
ginning of the American Revolution. A curatorial tour of the
notables buried in the Mount Auburn Cemetery and a visit
to glass flowers exhibit at the Harvard Museum of Natural
History capped off the book tour on Sunday.

Throughout the multi-day tour, Ticknor Society Presi-
dent Tom Michalak and Recording Secretary Chris Morgan
entertained FABS members on the buses by describing local
sites and posing trivia questions such as: can you name ten
countries in the world whose names are four letters long?

Thanks go to the many Ticknor committee members,
coordinators, and volunteers who helped make the FABS
tour happen by: producing the FABS tour guide and the Tic-
knor tenth anniversary keepsake (during the course of
which, several Ticknorites learned the art of sewing signa-
tures), helping David Godine to set up his book exhibit and
produce his keepsakes; organizing the bus trips to the Mu-
seum of Fine Arts, the Peabody Essex Museum, Alan Tan-
nenbaum’s Carroll collection, David Godine’s collection,
and the Boston Athenaum; organizing the book symposium
and Booksellers’ Showcase — and many other tasks, both
major and minor.

WASHINGTON RARE BOOK GROUP

To kick off the 2012-2013 event year, we have arranged for an-
other gathering at Waverly Rare Book/Quinn’s Auction Gal-
leries; as the last two years’ events there have been so well-re-
ceived. This year, we have organized a collector’s night,
reprising a very popular program format among our mem-
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bers. Three members of the WRBG will display several ex-
amples from their collections and explain how they got into
collecting and why they chose their respective subjects.

Donald Farren will bring pieces that exemplify his inter-
est in Elmer Adler and the Pynson Printers. Elmer Adler
(1884-1962) is now most easily identifiable as the publisher of
The Colophon, a Book-Collectors’ Quarterly. He was the pro-
prietor of the Pynson Printers, a commercial fine printing
business in New York from 1922 to 1940. Adler was a teacher,
lecturer, and exhibitor, and above all a collector and con-
noisseur of the history of the graphic arts.

Jackie Coleburn will bring highlights from her collec-
tion of pop-up and movable books, including books with
artistic merit, examples of turning points in the history of
publishing and movable book-making, movable illustra-
tions she finds particularly effective, and some that are sim-
ply amusing,.

Hershel Kanter will bring selections from his collection
of books and magazines involving painting, caricature and
illustration, mostly left-wing and liberal political or Jewish
and mostly 1910 to 1960. Hershel drifted into these topics be-
cause of his interest in things Jewish, exposure to left-wing
and liberal politics in Berkeley in the early 1960s, gifts of so-
cial realist paintings from his wife’s parents, and his involve-
ment in Democratic politics. He will also bring samples of
magazines, illustrated books, and books about caricature
and illustration. There will be illustrations by artists who are
known for their painting and fine art prints, rather than il-
lustration or caricature—George Bellows, John Sloan,
George Luks, Stuart Davis, Rockwell Kent and others. There
will be books illustrated by or about William Gropper,
George Grosz, Miguel Covarrubias, Jose Posada, Adolph
Hoffmeister, the Mexican muralist—Orosco, Rivera &
Siqueiros—and others.

The event will begin with a reception of wines, other
beverages, and hors d’oeuvres which will give us an oppor-
tunity to reconnect or make new friends after the long sum-
mer hiatus. The cost of the reception will be covered by
WRBG so please plan to come and enjoy an evening of bib-
liographic and culinary delights! Even though the evening
has no cost, we still need to know who is coming so we can
arrange for the right amount of food and drink. RSVP to Bill
Baxter by September 8th at 202-633-2067 or by e-mail at bax-
terw@si.edu so we can get an accurate count.

THE ZAMORANO CLUB

Zamoranians just finshed a wonderful year that reached its
apex with the celebration of Glen Dawson’s 100th year. A

week-long series of celebrations in Los Angeles culminated
with a presentation at our June 6th meeting. Glen Dawson,
proprietor of the legendary Los Angeles book store founded
by his father, is a bibliophile, collector, book store owner,
publisher of the Pacific Southwest, expert of the history of
the book, and pioneering mountaineer of the California
Sierras. At our meeting, a retrospective of events in the year
1912, the year of Glen’s birth, was given, followed with a pres-
entation by David Zeidberg, director of The Huntington, on
Glen’s long-standing relation with the library and concluded
with a video and lecture by Dennis Kruska on Glen’s moun-
tain climbing career in the Sierras. One of Glen’s early
achievements was as a member of the three-man team to
first ascend Thunderbolt Peak at 14,003 feet. The Sierra Club
is placing a commemorative journal enclosure on the sum-
mit in honor of the accomplishment this year. Copies of the
DVD of the video presentation were given to members as
their first digital keepsake.

The annual Club-sponsored lecture at The Huntington
on May 31 featured David Szewczyk of the Philadelphia Rare
Books & Manuscripts Company. David spoke on “Printing
in the Americas Before the Bay Psalm Book.” His focus was
on the earliest printing in sixteenth century Mexico and
Peru, pre-dating work done in the early British colonies.

The annual Club summer outing this year on July 7 was
to the International Printing Museum in Carson, California,
where Club members were treated to a tour titled
“Zamorano and his Friends.” The tour was conducted by
Mark Barbour, founding curator and executive director.
Members saw a press like the original Zamorano press,
Richard Hoffman’s Linotype, Paul Landacre’s press, a special
display of books printed by Hoffman and Lawton Kennedy,
and had the opportunity to set (Linotype) and print their
own keepsake.

Club members are in the process of planning and
preparing for our semi-annual meeting with the Roxburghe
Club of San Francisco, which will occur this year in Los An-
geles on October 5-7. Planned activities include visits to the
Oviatt Library special collections at Cal State Northridge; a
visit to the incredible Nethercutt Museum and collection of
classic autos and musical instruments in Sylmar; a visit to
the residence of David and Kathleen Rips in South Pasadena
where we will see his “History of Science” collection; and
opening reception at the home of Ann and Andre Chavis’
home and press, the Clinker Press.

In addition to the Glen Dawson celebration, eight other
monthly meetings were held at the Women’s City Club of
Pasadena, California. The usual remarkable variety of topics
were featured, including presentations on the Art of the
Map; The Women in Mark Twain’s Later Life by Laura Skan-
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dera Trombley; John Perkins and his collection of the Kelm-
scott Press (presented by our current president, Susan
Allen); and Edward Weston’s life in bohemian Los Angeles
by Beth Gates Warren. Charles Johnson’s presentation of his
research on the origin of printing in Alta California was of
particular relevance to our club which is named for the first
printer of Alta California. Augustin V. Zamorano, who was
not a trained printer, was closely followed by Jose De La
Rosa. De La Rosa was sent from Mexico City to Alta Califor-
nia as the first official government printer from 1836-1846 to
assist Governor De Echeandia. De La Rosa did his printing
on the Ramage Press Zamorano had the foresight to order.
This past year, the Zamorano Club began to invite members
to share a small sampling from their collection to display
during the meetings.

THE NEDERLANDS GENOOTSCHAP
VAN BIBLIOFIELEN

The Nederlands Genootschap van Bibliofielen was founded
in 1990, now has 155 members, meets twice each year, pub-
lishes newsletters and an annual Yearbook, organises trips
for smaller groups twice each year, and makes a yearly trip to
a nearby European country.

In 2009-2011, club members travelled again extensively
to visit various museums, libraries, universities, and other
bibliophilic sites in different cities and towns in the Nether-
lands and other countries in Europe, and to view manu-
scripts, incunables, old imprints, books, pamphlets, bind-
ings and other treasures.

Places visited in 2009 included Delft (War Museum),
Middelburg (Zeeuws Archief), Dodewaard (hand gilding
and bookbinding) and Amsterdam (Antiquariaat Schuh-
macher). The summer excursion was to Budapest (National
Library, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, University Library,
Pdlos Library, Lutheran Library, Calvinistic Library).

In 2010 visits were made to The Hague (National Music
Institute), Mechelen (Stadsarchief, Schepenhuis), and to two
private collections in Belgium. The summer excursion went
to Mainz (Gutenbergmuseum), Neurenberg (Stadtbiblio-
thek, Germanisches Nationalmuseum) and Schweinfurt
(Museum Otto Schifer).

In 2011, the twentieth anniversary was celebrated with
an exhibition of books from members in Museum Meer-
manno in The Hague and the publication of a beautiful
book ‘Uit de schaduw’, in which members present them-
selves and their collections. Interesting books were shown in
Amsterdam (University Library Vrije Universiteit) and En-
schede (Museum TwentseWelle). In summer, six institutions
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in Paris were visited (Fondation Custodia, Bibliothéque na-
tionale de France, Bibliotheque de I’Arsenal, Bibliotheque
Mazarine, Bibliotheque Sainte-Geneviéve, Bibliothéque his-
torique de la ville de Paris).

e e (e Ce Ceo Cer e

So often readers are put-off by literature writ-
ten in Old or Middle English. Ease of compre-
hension and enjoyment are denied in standard
versions that force the reader to seek definitions
somewhere else on the page or in a glossary at
the end of the text. These series of interrup-
tions need not be. A new interlinear transla-
tion, never before done for any 15th- or 16th-
Century Literature, is now available for the
little-known Scottish poet, William Dunbar.
Those interested in their Scottish heritage, life
at the court of James IV, and the general lay
reader, now have clear access to these gems of
literature.

Dunbar was the finest poet of his period,
and his work was chosen to be included in the
first publication ever in Scotland. His brilliant,
witty, satirical, and spiritual poems have been
neglected because his language, though close to
English, is difficult. The many obsolete words
and aberrant spellings prevent the lay reader
and those who are interested in Scotland’s cul-
ture to easily enjoy his work. To read his lan-
guage, with every word translated directly be-
neath the ancient Scottish, brings us the full
beauty and artistry of this well-deserved pride
of Scotland.

Selected Poems of William Dunbar; An Inter-
linear Translation by Lawrence Siegler is offered
at Amazon.com.




fﬁ el o1 L,

BiemanforchHeplin langen S wcrbc/

wclcﬁadﬂgwnbtbunb%zr utggaﬂmﬁe
mb&m&mbmbmmﬁm(&

fi Sedel Sedbter mmbrﬁm Sobabeinandersid derauff/
Ql g i Damit meinEunfi gar reur vekauff

Im Sdyreetd vit ervn
g il gangl Micin Avbeit treib idy nun bering/

Gn crc&/{d;mcd;cﬁumoﬂb :
eim gegen manidythibedang/ Ztmldbglatt embez ad;berﬂmg)
S‘nvbcsbaba t/Qerfiehmid redye/ Surcbm*bmmb ﬂegg rownb.ub
Ihinteiff/ehee (einLiger [dledes !Dtltb!ctnim i3 umlgm.
ae

The first illustrated handbook for armed and unarmed personal combat.
Forty-four half-page woodcuts by Hans Weiditz.

Johannes Leckiichner's Der Allten Fechter griindtliche Kunst. Frankfurt a.M. c. 1535.
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