
§ontents

From the Editor 1
Book Reviews

Bodoni: His Life and His World 5
Rare Books Uncovered 11

Editor’s Note & Final Reflection: World of Rare Books  13
Call for Nominations 17
Club News 20

The 

Fellowship of 

American 
BIBLIOPHILIC 

SOCIETIES

W I N T E R 2 0 1 6 . V O L U M E X X . N U M B E R 1



The Fellowship of American Bibliophilic Societies 

OFFICERS

Geoffrey D. Smith, Chair
The Aldus Society: smith1@osu.edu

Michael Thompson, Vice-Chair
The Caxton Club: michaelthompsonlaw@earthlink.net

James P. Ascher, Treasurer
The Grolier Club: james.ascher@gmail.com

Ronald K. Smeltzer, Secretary
The Grolier Club: rksmeltzer@verizon.net

Lawrence N. Siegler, Conference Chair
The Rowfant Club: lawrence_siegler@ml.com 

Arthur S. Cheslock, Membership Chair
The Baltimore Bibliophiles: acheslock@juno.com

William Butler, International Affiliates Chair
The Grolier Club: webakademik@aol.com

Richard Ring, Editor, FABS Newsletter
The Grolier Club: Richard.Ring@trincoll.edu

Scott Vile, Production Designer, FABS Newsletter
The Baxter Society: scott@ascensiuspress.com

Copyright © 2015 by The Fellowship of American Bibliophilic Societies. 7,500 copies of the FABS
Newsletter are published twice annually and distributed during the first week of January and 

September to our 30 North American Member Clubs and 15 International Affiliates. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATES 

Aberystwyth Bibliographical Group, Aberystwyth, Wales
Nederlands Genootschap van Bibliofielen, Amsterdam

Associació de Bibliòfils de Barcelona
Berliner Bibliophilen Abend E. V., Berlin 

Biron Stables Bibliophile Club, St. Petersburg
Société Royale des Bibliophiles et Iconophiles de Belgique, Brussels

International Federation of Ex-libris Societies, Newville, Pennsylvania
Moscow Club of Bibliophiles, Moscow

National Union of Bibliophiles, Moscow
(formerly Organization of Russian Bibliophiles)

The Society of Bibliophiles in Capetown
The St. Petersburg Society of Bibliophiles

Les Amis Du Livre Contemporain, Paris
Private Libraries Association, Pinner, Middlesex 

Maxmilian-Gesellschaft e.V. für alte und neue Buchkunst, Stuttgart
Book and Graphics Section attached to the Russian 

Academy of Sciences, St. Petersburg



FROM THE EDITOR

WELCOME to Volume 20 of the FABS Newsletter! In these
pages we shall offer you a glimpse back to 1995 by

reprinting Vol. 1 No. 1. I hope you will agree that FABS remains
true to the intent of its founders, who wished “to see the na-
tional bibliophilic clubs get better acquainted, to share ideas to
improve our respective organizations, and to further the social
and intellectual enjoyment derived from the larger world of
books.”

As is typical, we are rather light on club news for the Winter
issue, since we catch most of the programming for FABS mem-
ber groups in the Fall issue. I would like to thank Jordan Goffin
( John Russel Bartlett Society) and Jerry Morris (Florida Biblio-
phile Society) for their book reviews, and encourage others to
contribute when the spirit moves them. I would also like to
thank my student Jennifer Chavez, Trinity College Class of
2019, for consenting to have her essay appear in these pages—
an essay which I trust will inspire our readers to look with hope
to the next generation of book collectors.

I also hope our readers will pay particular attention to my
call for nominations for figures to be included in a forthcoming
new edition of Donald C. Dickinson’s Dictionary of American
Book Collectors, explained in detail below. Other than the ABAA,
I can think of no group whose assistance will be more crucial
to the success of this publication. 

Wishing you and yours a 2016 brimming with bibliophilia!

RICHARD J. RING, Editor
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New Bodoni Biography

Valerie Lester’s Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World is the
first English-language biography of the great Italian typogra-

pher and printer to be published in a century and the first significant
English biography ever undertaken. At a launch lecture at the Prov-
idence Public Library in October Lester offered an explanation for
the long delay: “No one else was crazy enough” to spend the seven
years she devoted the project. Evidence of the time spent is clearly
on display in a book that is equally entertaining and informative
and which illuminates the typographer’s world as much as the ty-
pographer himself.

An uncharitable outline of Bodoni’s life would give any biogra-
pher looking for a juicy story pause: born in the town of Saluzzo,
young Bodoni travelled to Rome, and after eight years working at
the press of the Sacra Congregatio de Propaganda Fide moved to
Parma, where he spent the rest of his life printing primarily “silly
sonnets,” in the words of a contemporary, and the massive neoclas-
sical folios that A. Hyatt Mayor has described as “cold paper tablets.”
No wonder, then, that after a brief outpouring of hagiographical bi-
ographies in Italian in the years following Bodoni’s death, the only
biographical treatment of the typographer in English was a slender
50-page account of his life based on a speech given by T. M. Cleland
to The Society of Printers.

How does Lester manage to turn this unpromising source mate-
rial into an engaging biography? The first indication of Lester’s
method is in the book’s title. Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His
World has nearly as much to say about eighteenth-century Rome and
Parma (its food, politics, and characters) as it does about Bodoni. As
such, it makes excellent reading even for those who pick up a copy
of the book without an interest in Bodoni or typography. (Helpful
appendices by Stan Nelson and Fred & Barbara Voltmer walk readers
through processes from punch-cutting to printing and make this an
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excellent introduction to anyone with a budding interest in book his-
tory. A fourth appendix by James Mosley deals with the mysterious
“Trieste Leaf ” of the Manuale tipografico of 1788.)

Written with an engaging flair for human details, Lester circles
her subject with descriptions of food, entertainment and other as-
pects of daily life. The information is largely drawn from contem-
porary accounts by residents and visitors to the places she describes,
and it is an effective method for filling in areas where we have no
direct accounts of Bodoni’s actions. At times the narrative verges on
creative nonfiction, as when Lester wonders what the young, lively
Bodoni was up to in his spare time in Rome. (As a young man
Bodoni had considered a career in the church, only to be discouraged
by the bishop, who considered him too “lively.”) Bodoni’s earliest bi-
ographer, Joseph De Lama, mentions only that Bodoni used his
leisure hours to “cut decorations and flowery capitals.” Lester is un-
willing to stop there and paints a picture of all the options available
to a young man in Rome in the middle of the eighteenth century.

Among the colorful details of general life are many that will ap-
peal to anyone interested in the history of books and printing. Lester
discusses the ink Bodoni purchased from Venice and then “doctored
a bit,” she mentions in passing that dog skins were used for the covers
of ink balls, and she describes the setup and layout of Bodoni’s print-
ing space. Most of all, though, she traces the political landscape that
Bodoni navigated. Beginning as early as his first job with the Propa-
ganda Fide, Bodoni proved to be as skilled at charming the powerful
as he was at cutting punches, and Lester’s account details the political
characters and forces in the background as Bodoni moved smoothly
from one patron to the next.

In scrupulously explicating the historical context in which Bodoni
was working, Lester also illuminates another off-putting feature of
Bodoni’s story: the fact that he was an unabashed elitist. For Daniel
Berkeley Updike, Bodoni “did not despise the masses—he forgot all
about them,” and Lester quotes Bodoni himself saying, “I only want
magnificence; my work is not for the common people.” The criticism
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Courtesy of the Providence Public Library, from the Daniel Berkeley Updike 
Collection on the History of Printing



that Bodoni was wasting immense talent on unimportant subjects
was one directed at him during his lifetime. It was one of Bodoni’s
closest friends, Jose Nicolás de Azara, who leveled the charge that
Bodoni was wasting time printing “silly sonnets” and “miserable little
books of miserable poetry,” and Azara spent decades attempting to
lure Bodoni to Rome, where he would print nothing but significant
books. But a more cutting and significant critique was voiced publicly
by Bodoni’s French rivals, the Didots. In the preface to a 1798 edition
of Vergil, Pierre Didot pointed to numerous errors in Bodoni’s own
Vergil of a few years prior. The attack stung because it was undeni-
able—Bodoni’s publications were indeed rife with errors—which in-
dicated that for Bodoni the words he was printing held less
importance than their appearance on the page.

But even his harshest critics admit Bodoni’s skill and the care he
took with his printing. For Updike: “It has been very well said of him
that those who came after might choose to do something else; but
that what he chose to do could never be done better.” Cleland de-
scribes Bodoni using a brush to paint in areas that hadn’t printed as
dark as he had intended. That care is on display in the broadside de-
picted here, in which the manuscript annotations in Bodoni’s hand
capture his attention to detail even for simple ephemeral publica-
tions.

Fittingly for its subject, Giambattista Bodoni: His Life and His World
is also a beautiful and carefully-produced book. Published by David
Godine and designed by Jerry Kelly, it is lavishly illustrated and well-
balanced. By providing an overdue account of an important figure
in the history of typography, Lester has done a valuable service, and
by writing Bodoni’s story with verve and imagination she’s made
that account a pleasure to read.

—Jordan Goffin, John Russell Bartlett Society
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The Book-Hunter, Redivivus
The book-hunter whose heart is in his quest never tires of tales of lucky discov-
eries, and of rare books bought for a song. This is natural enough, and moreover,
authentic details of some great find invariably stimulate his eagerness, and en-
courage him to persevere in the search for what he is repeatedly being told—as
though he of all men did not know it already—is only to be met with casually,
and by the merest of accidents.

—The Romance of Book-Collecting by J. H. Slater (London, 1898)

Ihave a number of books by or about book hunters in my library
that I enjoy reading: The Book-Hunter by John Hill Burton

(1863), The Book-Hunter in Paris by Octave Uzanne (1893), A Shelf of
Old Books by Mrs. James T. Fields (1894), The Book-Hunter in
London by W. Roberts (1895), Diversions of a Book-Lover by Adrian Jo-
line (1903), A Sentimental Library by Harry B. Smith (1914), The
Amenities of Book-Collecting by A. Edward Newton (1918), The Book
Hunter At Home by P. B. M. Allan (1920), Penny Wise & Book Foolish
by Vincent Starrett (1929), Carousel for Bibliophiles by William Targ
(1947), The Adventures of a Treasure Hunter by Charles P. Everitt
(1952), Gold in Your Attic by Van Allen Bradley (1958), Old & Rare:
Thirty Years in the Book Business by Leona Rostenberg and Madeleine
Stern (1974), and Used and Rare: Travels in the Book World by Lawrence
and Nancy Goldstone (1997). And then there is A Gentle Mad-
ness: Bibliophiles, Bibliomanes, and the Eternal Passion for Books by
Nicholas A. Basbanes (1995, revised 2005). 

It is a pleasure to add Rare Books Uncovered: True Stories of Fantastic
Finds in Unlikely Places by Rebecca Rego Barry (Voyageur Press, 2015)
to the list of books about book hunters that I enjoy reading. Thou-
sands of people read A Gentle Madness, and I expect thousands more
will read Rare Books Uncovered. You don’t have to be a book hunter
to enjoy reading these 52 tales of lucky finds revealed in Barry’s book,
nor must you be a book hunter to find rare and special books! Some
of the finders whose stories you will read in Rare Books Uncovered did-
n’t know the first thing about book collecting.
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Of course, knowing a little bit about books helps to know how
fantastic is your find. Of the 52 finders in Rare Books Uncovered, at
least half of them identify as booksellers, at least six identify as book
scouts, and at least 15 identify as collectors. One book collector even
describes himself as a bibliomaniac!

Bookwise or not, you will enjoy reading Rare Books Uncovered, and
you will even pick up some of the lingo, for Barry has included side-
bar notes for the “newbie,” defining such words and phrases as in-
cunabula, point, doublure, provenance, flyleaf, watermark, printer’s device, and
(my favorite) an Historiated Initial, which sounds rather painful.

It was far from painful when finders learned the value of their
discoveries—as in the case of $8.9 million worth of comic books
found while cleaning out the house of a recently departed relative.
This finder was neither a bookseller, a book scout, or a collector, and
it was months before he realized the value of his find.

Of the 52 discoveries, three were found while clearing out houses,
three were on eBay, three were in library sales, one was in a dumpster,
another was in a trailer park, two were at flea markets, two were at
book fairs, at least four were in bookstores, and five were at auc-
tion—for the rest, you must read the book!

—Jerry Morris, Florida Bibliophile Society

Editor’s Note:
This Fall for the third year in a row I taught a First-Year Seminar at
Trinity College called “The World of Rare Books.” Every incoming
freshman must take a First-Year Seminar, and after they list their top
five choices from a pool of over 40 seminars, an algorithm of some
sort is employed to place them. These seminars are taught by faculty
from all disciplines, and this year ranged in topic from “Religions of
the Roman Empire” to “Physics in Science Fiction” to “Plants and
Animal Life in Extreme Environments.” 
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The readings for my course included Nicholas Basbanes’s A Gentle
Madness (1995), Michael Blanding’s The Map Thief (2014), and
Stephen Grant’s Collecting Shakespeare: The Story of Emily & Henry Fol-
ger (2015). I oversee hands-on assignments in special collections and
we take field trips—a few of my students attended the Boston Book
Fair, and we all visited the home of local book collector and Ticknor
Society member Dr. Leonard Banco to view his collection. The last
assignment of the course is to write a reflective essay on “the ways
in which your perspectives on books and book culture have changed,
given the readings and our discussions.” Jennifer’s essay expressed so
perfectly the ideas and ideals I want my students to grapple with and
to understand, that I asked her if I could publish it in this Newsletter.
I have made no changes to her essay whatsoever.

Jennifer is from New York City, and in her own words, “I decided
to attend Trinity College for my undergraduate degree because of
the amazing opportunity the Posse Scholarship program provided
for me. Posse is a full tuition leadership scholarship that sends groups
of student leaders to its affiliated colleges. As a young woman hailing
from one of the largest high schools in New York City, I was looking
for a New England college with superb academics and a large teacher
to student ratio. Trinity College is a Posse partner school and per-
fectly fit what I was looking for.” 

The name of her parents’ hometown in Mexico, to which she
refers below, is Huehuepiaxtla (located in Puebla), and if you’d like
to communicate directly with her, please send an e-mail to
jennifer.chavez@trincoll.edu.

Final Reflection: World of Rare Books
The World of Rare Books course was my last choice for a first

year seminar. I chose it because I have always loved reading and be-
lieved it represented an escape for some, a safe haven for others and
a healthy hobby for all. Unlike many of my peers, I did not grow up
in a family of book collectors or antiquarian map dealers. I did not
even have a semblance of an idea as to how important of a contri-
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bution book collectors have made to the modern world. My under-
standing of the actual binding, editing or collecting of books was
non-existent. I had this preconceived notion that I wouldn’t be intel-
lectually satisfied with this course. However, as the semester went
on and I engaged in discussions on A Gentle Madness, was introduced
to the extremely significant value of bibliographies, got the incredible
opportunity to analyze the 1790 edition of Don Quixote, and re-
searched articles discussing the importance of libraries throughout
time, I realized how false this preconceived notion was. 

My perceptions on the book collecting community drastically
changed after having read A Gentle Madness. I previously hadn’t
viewed book collecting as a desirable job; I misjudged the art as a
mere hobby. However, after reading how book collectors have es-
sentially been the guardians of history and consequently been key
to the discovery of new medicine, scientific theories and preservation
of philosophy, religion, and literature, I developed a newfound re-
spect for book collectors. For instance, Darwin’s Theory of Evolution
was rigorously collected by bibliophiles. This text has been key to sci-
entific developments and to the understanding of human-animal re-
lations. Among other subjects of academia, religion would not be
the same without book collector’s preservation of the bible. The
Gutenberg Bible was the first printed book in all of history and it
has been translated into a plethora of languages. Essentially, I have
realized that book collector’s passion has helped develop the modern
world.

I have always said that books are very important to me. I hadn’t
realized that what I actually meant was that reading was always im-
portant to me. Every summer I would read for hours upon hours
but I never limited myself to physical books; there were e-books I
read as well. However, after taking this seminar and working on each
assignment for this class I realized how important physical books are
to me now that I am a college student. Even though this seminar is
called “the world of rare books” it has widened my knowledge on
“the world of books” in general. I had no idea that I could use bibli-
ographies for research on any topic. Instead of limiting myself to a
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Google search while researching sources for a paper, I can utilize the
hundreds of bibliographies in libraries. These bibliographies can lead
me to the exact location of books I can use as sources for future pa-
pers. I can narrow and specify my search of a topic through a bibli-
ography’s date range, geographic area and index. Moreover, because
I am bilingual I can even use bibliographies written in Spanish, con-
sequently covering a much vaster spread of books. This seminar has
allowed me to be much more knowledgeable on the tremendous re-
sources available to me.

Following my research of the 1790 edition of El Ingenioso Hidalgo
de la Mancha Don Quixote, I’ve realized how important the re-pub-
lishing of a text can be. This particular edition had to be re-published
because with time, language changes. The original Don Quixote was
printed in the 1600s; certain words didn’t mean the same thing a
century later. The 1790 edition of Don Quixote offered an index of
all the words that’s meaning had changed or become too antiquated
for the modern reader to understand. Moreover, by the 1700s, the
author of Don Quixote, Miguel de Cervantes, had passed away. This
1790 edition offered a very extensive biography of the author as a
volume of the story. Cervantes’ bibliography is a fantastic and fasci-
nating text to have read before Don Quixote because of the parallels
between the author and the protagonist’s life. I have adored the story
of Don Quixote for several years now and it warmed by heart to find
out during my research that Don Quixote has undeniably and irrev-
ocably served as the primary influence for modern fiction. Although
this influence has more to do with the actual text of the book rather
than the physical appearance of the editions it is nonetheless crucial
to mention because of its profound impact on the flawed hero often
depicted in fictional works that readers throughout time have grown
to know and love.

Following our many discussions on articles referencing the im-
portance of libraries in the book market and for communities in gen-
eral, I have become inspired to one day try to open a library in my
parent’s hometown in Mexico. Surely this library won’t start off with
expensive rare books but I hope to stock it with books that have been
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most influential in the humanities, math, sciences and public health.
My parent’s hometown in Mexico is very rural and incredibly im-
poverished, many of the children who live there don’t get an educa-
tion past the ninth grade while others can’t even attend a full school
day because they are working. It will take a plethora of funding and
patience but I hope that even if I can’t open a library there, I may
somehow facilitate a program that helps the little kids of the village
learn how to read and write. I am aware of the incredible amount of
money this task will require but I’ve already begun to brainstorm
ideas of ways to stock up the library with books. As we have dis-
cussed in previous classes, the Library of Congress does not take in
half of the books it receives a day. Where do those books go? I am
sure they go to other libraries and institutions; perhaps I can some-
how form networks and connections that allow me to receive the
books and use them for a library in my parent’s deserving hometown
in Mexico.

My perception of rare books, book collectors and the book world
in general has altered since I have taken this seminar. Learning about
the world of rare books has influenced me to make books, literatures,
manuscripts and texts in general available to the youth and the dis-
advantaged. I have become much more informed, educated and
humbled at the service book collectors have done for scholars in par-
ticular and human kind in general. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS:
Significant American book collectors for inclusion in 

a new edition of a valuable work of reference.

Joel Silver (Director of the Lilly Library at Indiana University) and
FABS Newsletter editor Richard Ring are planning to co-edit a

new edition of Donald C. Dickinson’s Dictionary of American Book
Collectors (Greenwood Press, 1986), which will be published by Oak
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Knoll Press (date TBD). Dickinson’s work, according to his Preface,
presents “biographical information on 359 significant American
book collectors who died before December 31, 1984. The only pre-
vious work on this subject, Carl Cannon’s American Book Collectors
and Collecting, published in 1941, is still valuable but difficult to use
for reference purposes because of its essay format. More recent in-
formation can only be found by searching through a maze of jour-
nals, memoirs, reports, and auction records. This book brings that
information together for easy consultation.” 

Though Dickinson's book was published before the widespread
availability of online information, and prior to the publication of
print sources such as Grolier 2000 and the two volumes edited by
Joseph Rosenblum on “American Book Collectors and Bibliogra-
phers” in the Dictionary of Literary Biography series, the Dictionary
of American Book Collectors is still a valuable and widely-used reference
work, which deserves to be augmented and updated. The plan is to
bring the book forward thirty years to include collectors who died
before December 31, 2015—and to expand the scope of the work,
which originally did not include collectors of manuscripts, prints, or
ephemera. “Generally,” continues Dickinson, “the men and women
represented in this survey formed libraries distinguished by the qual-
ity, unity, and superior physical condition of the materials they col-
lected as well as the importance those materials had to other
collectors and/or institutional libraries.” Each entry consists of three
parts—a brief biographical synopsis, a narrative discussion, and a se-
lective bibliography—and is generally 500-1,500 words in length, de-
pending on the availability of sources.

The editors would appreciate any suggestions of collectors to in-
clude from the member groups belonging to FABS, and any citations
of sources relating to those figures that may help in evaluating the
collector for inclusion and creating an entry in the book. Please 
e-mail richard.ring@trincoll.edu.
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CLUB NEWS

The Aldus Society

The 2016 winter season of the Aldus Society promises to be
heart-warming. In January, as is our tradition, several members will
speak about their personal collections, obsessions, or accumulations
of books and other printed materials. The January program is always
full of laughter and cheer, perfect to warm up a cold, snowy evening.
February brings with it the unlikely pair of Moby Dick and the Heart
of Darkness presented by Matt Kish. With a focus on illustration, Kish
will share his hunt for elusive books and images. 

The Ravenberg lecture in March brings Sidney Berger who will
share his expertise and examples of decorated papers. Berger is known
for his incredible collection of papers and his passion for the book.
The Ravenberg lecture is the highlight of our winter season and not
to be missed.

As the weather warms and April showers come to Columbus, the
Aldus Society is delighted to present Olchar E. Lindsann, from
Roanoke Virginia, and his passion for the nineteenth century French
avant-garde. May flowers will usher in Richard Ring, Curator of Spe-
cial Collections at the Watkinson Library at Trinity College (Hartford,
CT), who will deliver a presentation about student engagement with
rare books through programs and classes. June brings with it warm
weather and the annual picnic. Aldus picnics feature fantastic food
made by members, lots of laughter, and sometimes comedy. They are,
of course, open to all Aldus members, family, and guests.

In addition to monthly formal meetings, Aldus members are in-
vited to The Ohio State University Rare Books and Manuscripts Li-
brary http://library.osu.edu/find/collections/rarebooks/ for talks
about their special collections. The various collections and exhibit
curators present books for members to learn about and discuss.
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Field trips, open houses, ladies’ luncheons, and fellowship are
added extras each season. The Aldus Society meets the second Thurs-
day of every month between September and May at 7:30pm in the
Thurber House Conference Center. We begin socializing at 7:00pm.
For more information, check out our website http://www. aldus
society.com/. Join us for conversation about books, authors, and col-
lecting. 

American Book Collectors of Children’s Literature

Seventeen members gathered at Zen Northampton for lunch
with Barry Moser before he gave us a guided tour of his exhibition
at R. Michelson Galleries in Northampton, MA. Moser is no longer
able to do the fine brush work that made his children’s books in-
stantly recognizable, so “Moser at Seventy-Five: New, Recent, & Un-
expected Works” was aptly named. There was none of the easily
recognizable, sensuous realism of his children’s picture books: his cur-
rent abstracts, featuring geometric forms, are stark. But the artist/il-
lustrator/printer/book designer has actually come full-circle: he
began as an abstract expressionist while an art student at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee. Copies of Moser’s just-released memoir, We Were
Brothers, were available and signed for those who purchased copies.
Barry Moser had been the featured artist for Michelson Galleries’
first exhibition in 1979, and owner and prolific children’s book au-
thor Rich Michelson joined us to enrich Barry’s talk with reminis-
cences. The ABC’s will return to Michelson’s in January before the
26th Annual Children’s Illustration Celebration ends.

On Veterans’ Day, paper engineer and pop-up book author/illus-
trator Sam Ita joined us for lunch in the Hall of Fame Dining Room
at the Society of Illustrators in Manhattan. The luncheon is an an-
nual excursion to see “The Original Art,” a juried selection of
(mostly) original illustrations from the previous year’s children’s
books. Children’s literature scholar Michael Patrick Hearn joined us
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as a guest. After lunch, we moved to the library, where ABC’s and
Movable Book Society member Frank Gagliardi introduced Ita,
whom he had met at a conference in Philadelphia. A graduate of
Pratt Institute, Ita has authored four books in his signature style—
movable graphic novel—as well as books on origami. He learned
more while employed by Robert Sabuda and Matthew Reinhart be-
fore their careers crowned, and has been creating books himself for
eleven years. We had three pop-ups on hand: Frankenstein, 20,000
Leagues under the Sea, and Moby Dick; only The Odyssey was missing.
These books are targeted for adult collectors in the US, but for chil-
dren abroad. Ita explained that his fascination lies in the interplay be-
tween “pacing and placing,” as he considers how his pop-ups can
move plot forward. We handled dummy spreads for Frankenstein, as
well as for a book of New York City landmarks on which he has
been working for five years. As we left, Ita presented each of us with
a greeting card featuring a die-cut “NYC” on its front and a pop-up
head of the Statue of Liberty inside, which he then personalized. 

From the Society, we took the short walk to The Grolier Club to
see “Alice in a World of Wonderlands,” celebrating the 150th anniver-
sary of the publication of Lewis Carroll’s classic. The exhibition was
appropriately dizzying, with period photographs, original art, and
books that represented a fraction of the 174 languages into which
Alice was translated.

The Baltimore Bibliophiles

Michael Suarez S.J., director of Rare Book School, spoke at
Goucher College on October 15, 2015 to an enthusiastic audience
of bibliophiles. His talk “From Bibliography to Book Studies” was
presented by Goucher’s Book Studies Program, with support from
the Baltimore Bibliophiles and the Friends of the Goucher College
Library, and honored the retirement of Goucher professor Arnie
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Sanders, founding member of the college’s Book Studies Program.
A recording of the talk is available in the Goucher College Digital
Library, at goucher.edu/library. 

In the exhibition Alice 150 Years and Counting . . . The Legacy of Lewis
Carroll: Selections from the Collection of August and Clare Imholtz, visitors
to the University of Maryland can take their own trip down the rab-
bit hole and explore 150 years of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. Alice
150 Years and Counting showcases the collection of long-time mem-
bers of the Baltimore Bibliophiles and the Washington Rare Book
Group, August and Clare Imholtz. Items on exhibit include early edi-
tions and translations of Alice, as well as illustrated editions from
across the globe and ephemera. The exhibit opens a window into the
enduring popularity and continual reimagining of Carroll’s tale, and
will be on display through July 2016. Stop by Hornbake Library or
visit the exhibition website http://www.lib.umd.edu/alice150.

James H. Bready, fondly remembered as Jim Bready, was one of
the first members of The Baltimore Bibliophiles. In addition to being
a book collector and baseball enthusiast, he was also a passionate col-
lector of Maryland whiskey bottles. After Jim died, his collection
went to the Maryland State Archives. Thanks to the efforts of Bal-
timore Bibliophiles member Dr. Edward Papenfuse, part of that col-
lection is now on exhibit at the Case[Werks] Showroom and Gallery,
1501 St. Paul St. The link is http://www.casewerks.com/2015
/08/14/in-the-gallery-maryland-rye-straight-from-the-bottle/. The
exhibit runs through December 11, 2015.

The Baxter Society

September brought us David Cheever, director of the Maine State
Archives in Augusta. He gave us background on their mission and
services, and told several stories about archival work. The Maine
State Archives, a bureau within the Department of the Secretary of
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State, maintains approximately 95 million pages of official State
records considered to be permanently valuable. These include bills
introduced in the Legislature, Governor’s Executive Council Reports,
election returns, deeds to and from the State of Maine, maps from
the Land Office, vital statistics, federal census records from Maine
up to 1930, county court records dating back to 1639, and military
records through World War I, to list a few.

In October David Wolfe, proprietor of Wolfe Editions in Port-
land, showed us a dazzling slide presentation on the development of
the broadside, historically significant examples, and the ephemeral
nature of printed paper in single sheets. 

For November, we  had an event co-sponsored by the USM chap-
ter of the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, the Baxter Society, and the
Kate Cheney Chappell ’83 Center for Book Arts. Tim McCreight,
Brynmorgen Press, talked to us on Books That Turn On: From Paper to
Screen as Author, Designer, and Publisher. Tim also showed us many of
his book projects, past, present, and future. 

The Annual Meeting was held in early December, with refresh-
ments and a lovely buffet. The officers were announced for 2016;
Scott Vile, once again acting as President, Michelle Souliere as Vice-
Pesident, Bridget Healy, as Treasurer, and Zip Kellog, as Program
Chair. Liza Bakewell and Kerry Michaels also presented an illustrated
talk on their recent publication A Gateless Garden, Quotes by Maine
Women Writers with photographs by Kerry Michaels. The book is
available as a trade edition, and also as a limited edition of three
copies, with 53 original photographs and letterpress printed broad-
sides by the Ascensius Press of each of the quotes, all contained  in
a stunning portfolio box created by Gray Parrot. 

Our January 2016 program will be held at the Maine Historical
Society. The Society and the Ascensius Press, co-publishers, will host
a reception for A Bibliography of Maine Imprints 1785-1820 by Glenn
Skillin, with a foreword by Roger E. Stoddard. This 600-page book
includes over 2,000 well-described items, including quasi-facsimile
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title-page transcriptions, collations, copy locations, and copious notes
in many cases. A brief biographical sketch of printers, publishers,
booksellers and agents with pertinent sources listed is included. Lists
of book auctions, of copyright entries, of extras and supplements to
Maine newspapers for the period covered (i.e., not included in
Brigham’s Bibliography of American Newspapers), of proposals and
prospectuses, and of theatrical performances and entertainments, are
accompanied by a description of an early American edition of an en-
cyclopedia of 42 volumes issued in 84 parts. Mr. Stoddard will be at-
tending the meeting and introducing the book, and the Historical
Society will be bringing out several of the items in the book for
members to view.  

The Book Club of California

The Book Club of California was pleased to welcome two new
members of the Board, Janice Braun, Library Director and Special
Collections Curator at the F.W. Olin Library (Mills College), and
Randall Tarpey-Schwed, Partner at Paul Capital, who were elected
at the Club’s October 2015 annual meeting. 

Since the last newsletter, the Book Club opened its Fall exhibition:
The Exhibition that Never Was: The Panama Pacific International Exposi-
tion, the Book Club of California, and a Century of Fine Books, which
showcased treasures from the Club’s own collection. In December
we hosted a special pop-up exhibition, Holiday Cards from William P.
Wreden, Family and Friends. The exhibition features festive and playful
cards by the Grabhorn Press, Artichoke Press, and Richard Seibert,
among others, and is on view until January 18. 

The Book Club’s 234th publication, Architects and Artists: The
Work of Ernest and Esther Born, is now available for purchase—though
it is selling fast! Author Nicholas Olsberg, former Director and
Chief Curator of the Canadian Center for Architecture, gave a fas-
cinating overview of the book and this remarkable creative couple
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at the San Francisco launch party on October 26, and again, for our
Southern California members and friends, at a second event in No-
vember at the Bel Air home of Doug Moreland. 

Throughout the fall and winter, the Club welcomed several other
scholars, historians, writers, and book artists for a full slate of pro-
grams, including Jewel City author Laura Ackley’s “whirlwind tour
of the PPIE”; scholar James Karman’s moving talk about the lives of
Robinson and Una Jeffers; rare book librarian David Faulds’s From
A to B: Collections and Discoveries from Atlanta to Berkeley, which was
presented in conjunction with the ABAA; a tribute to California
short story master Lucia Berlin with City Lights Books; and Materi-
ality and the Longfellows, a rare glimpse into Nicholas Basbanes’s new
work-in-progress, presented in conjunction with Litquake. Our
broadside printing party, which is now an annual tradition, was one
of our most well attended events of the year, and featured an original
engraving by Richard Wagener. Narrated slideshows for many of
these events are archived online at http://www.bccbooks.org/pro-
grams/past-events/2015-events/.

And the Book Club has a lot in store for 2016. Opening in Jan-
uary, our exhibition Calligraphy and Poetry: Thomas Ingmire in Collab-
oration with David Annwn will trace the artistic exchange between
calligrapher Ingmire and poet Annwn as each create works in re-
sponse to the texts and images of the other. An opening celebration
with Ingmire will be held on January 25. In February, the Club will
take part in the 49th California International Antiquarian Book Fair
in Pasadena, and host a talk on February 22 by Dr. Katherine Harris,
The Rise of the Literary Annual, Powerful Femininity, and Beautiful Books.
In March, our annual Oscar Lewis Awards will honor the contribu-
tions of a historian and a bookmaker whose work supports the Book
Club’s mission to champion the literature and scholarship of the
West and the art of the book, with honorees to be announced in Feb-
ruary. 

The Book Club is also pleased to announce its 235th publication,
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to be released this spring, Palatino: The Natural History of a Typeface,
by scholar, poet, linguist, and typographer Robert Bringhurst. 

Looking forward, the Book Club is proud to host this year’s FABS
Tour and Symposium from June 15th to the 19th, with a host of ac-
tivities, collections, and conversations about books and collecting all
over the Bay Area. Highlights of the tour include a visit to the ven-
erable Bancroft library, a June 17 gala dinner at the San Francisco
City Club, and a talk by Robert Hirst, Director of the Mark Twain
Project, at the June 16 luncheon. At press time, very few places re-
main. To reserve yours, or find out more details, visit bccbooks.
org/programs/fabs2016, call (415)-781-7532, or email us at fabs.
sanfrancisco@gmail.com. Questions can be directed to Dr. Anne W.
Smith. Individual tickets for the gala dinner will also be available at
the BCC website.

Caxton Club

The Caxton Club started off the season with James Green, Li-
brarian of the Library Company of Philadelphia, who told us the
story of early American booksellers. In October, Anna Sigrídur
Arnar, Professor of Art History at Minnesota State University
Moorhead, discussed her research on French Symbolist poet
Stéphane Mallarmé and his interest in the book as both a literary
object and as a carefully crafted material object. In November, we
heard from Mark Dimunation, Chief, Rare Book and Special Col-
lections Division at the Library of Congress. December brought our
annual holiday party and auction at the Newberry Library.

The new year will bring two significant talks about American lit-
erature. In January the Club will hear from Richard Bales who will
discuss the work of Nelson Algren and in March the Club will hear
from Susan Tane about building her collection of Edgar Allan Poe.
April will bring another New Yorker, Marvin Taylor, from the Fales
Library at New York University, to address the emerging trend of
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archives as objects of fine art. In May, Michael Thompson will pres-
ent a paper entitled “The Book as a Medium in Contemporary
American Art.”

The Club recently discovered ten unbound copies of Frank Piehl’s
1995 book on the history of the Caxton Club. As a way to celebrate
the Club’s 120th year anniversary (Piehl’s book commemorated the
centennial), and to support the book arts, the Club selected three
Chicago area binders, Sam Feinstein, Karen Hanmer, and Scott Kellar,
to design and fabricate bindings for three of the ten copies. Each
binder was given a budget of $1,000. The finished products will be-
come part of a program in February, 2016, where the three will dis-
play and discuss their work.

The Club recently announced grants to seven Midwestern grad-
uate students and one undergraduate student in the book arts and
bibliography. The total of the awards was over $13,000. The pro-
gram, which has granted over $65,000 to date, looks for promising
young people in the Midwest who are studying or working in the
areas of bibliography, the books arts, history of the book, library stud-
ies, print culture, or zines, and who require additional money to de-
fray the cost of their research or their art projects.

The Club presents luncheon speakers on the second Friday of the
month at the Union League Club. In November, Ellen McCallister
Clark from the Society of the Cincinnati and former librarian at
Mount Vernon provided a revolutionary presentation about early
American imprints regarding the art of war which were read by
Washington and his officers. December featured Joseph Ornig, a
Theodore Roosevelt scholar, who offered an illustrated talk about
Teddy’s harrowing trip through the wilds of Brazil. In January, the
bard is in the yard, as the Newberry Library’s Jill Gage will take us
behind the velvet ropes to learn how the Newberry is curating its
2016 exhibition, Creating Shakespeare, which is sure to delight with
early printed materials, seldom seen artifacts, and special features
about the Shakespearean influence on Chicago’s cultural life. 
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Information about all meetings is available on the Club’s website,
www.caxtonclub.org.

Colophon Club

The Colophon Club began is season with a September talk by
British poet Clive Wilmer on John Ruskin, Willliam Morris and the
Revival of Craftsmanship. In October we heard and saw examples
of California wine labels from the last 50 years, presented by member
and designer Tom Ingalls. A special treat was that each dinner table
had a bottle of one of the wines depicted—delicious and lovely. In
November, Stanford head of Special Collections Roberto Trujillo
described his work in assembling a contemporary fine book collec-
tion, and his and Stanford’s role in supporting fine book makers. In
December we will enjoy our Holiday Party and Book Arts Buffet,
where members show their work from the previous year. 

Book Club of Detroit

We were thrilled with the presentation by local Michigander,
Robert Sabuda, now an internationally known pop-up book artist.
In May, we collaborated with the Ferndale Area District Library to
host Sabuda for a hands-on pop-up-making workshop and presen-
tation. Robert is not only a graduate of New York City’s Pratt Insti-
tute, but is on the faculty. He began writing children’s books in 1987,
and because of a childhood trip to the dentist, where he first observed
a book with a pop-up in it, he began experimenting with how they
were made. He produced his first pop-up book in 1994. Winter’s Tale,
Twelve Days of Christmas, America, Winter in White, Christmas Alphabet,
and Christmas are some of this favorites, reminding him of the white
winters in Michigan. His newest, Illume Winter Wonderland, was pro-
duced by UWP LUXE and is a collection of illuminated decorative
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pop-ups which create a series of buildings with battery-operated can-
dles inside. I received my first one this winter, Pop-Up Holiday Cottage.
Everyone loved making their own pop-ups at this workshop.

In July, we gathered at the downtown Detroit Indian Village
home of Mary Ann Sheble and Barry Neavill (BCD past president)
for a members’ show and tell. We are very diverse in our collecting,
from local to international, from incunabula to modern firsts. Dr.
Gordon B. “Barry” Neavill’s extensive collection of the history of
books and printing and publishing is astounding. But his collection
of the 763 titles and bibliography of the Modern Library is being
electronically published by the Bibliographical Society of the Uni-
versity of Virginia. It can be found as “The Evolution of a Literary
Canon: A Descriptive Bibliography of the Modern Library.”

In August, the BCD sponsored and Ferndale Area District Li-
brary hosted presentations by Paul Nielsen and Gordon Russ on
“Magic.” Paul Nielsen was interested in magic from age 9. After get-
ting a doctorate in computer science and founding Star Technology,
he returned to his main love and opened Wunderground Magic
Shop, which features classic magic books and paraphernalia located
in Clawson, Michigan. He serves on the board of the American Mu-
seum of Magic, and has authored 50 papers, articles, and book chap-
ters on the history of magic and its paraphernalia. He also performs,
as does his friend Gordon who has a sidekick called George the Rac-
coon. Gordon uses ordinary objects in imaginative illusions while
performing many of history’s greatest tricks.

Elmore Leonard (1925-2013) lived in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.
He had five children, and we were fortunate to have his son Peter
present his father’s stunning career as an American novelist, short
story writer, and screenwriter. Peter tells us his earliest books (1950s)
were westerns. But his degrees were in English and philosophy. He
took a job as a copywriter in an ad agency, and began writing secretly
at his desk, writing in longhand and never on a word processor. He
changed to crime fiction in 1976 with Swag, and continued with 49
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more books, several of which were made into movies—including
Rum Punch (1992), Jackie Brown (1997), Get Shorty (1995) and Life of
Crime (2013). He wrote a new book every year and always held to
“10 Rules of Writing,” which are held in esteem by many other writ-
ers today. “I try to leave out the parts readers skip!” he wrote, fa-
mously, and many thanks to his son Peter for the stories he told
about his dad.

We ended our year with the annual business meeting and Holiday
Party at St. John’s Armenian Church and Musuem in Southfield,
Michigan. Member (past president) Alice Nigoghosian and her sister
Sandy chaired the event with President Frank Castronova, and a tour
included Armenian Bibles as well as other artifacts. The food was
delicious and the singing of the choir from the Detroit Creative Arts
School was inspirational.  Our main speaker, Mark Bowden was ap-
pointed in 1996 as coordinator of Special Collections of the Clarence
Monroe Burton Historical Collection at the Detroit Public Library.
He discussed the Coleman A. Young Archives (a controversial mayor
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of Detroit) and the collections of Randolph Caldecott, Laura Ingalls
Wilder, Kate Greenaway, Samuel Clemens and Father Grabriel
Richard. Burton collected the documents and personal papers of
prominent citizens of Detroit, and his donation of these to the De-
troit Public Library in 1915 have since grown to great proportions. 

Please visit our website at www.bookclubofdetroit.org.

Ephemera Society of America

In this, our second letter since becoming a member of FABS, we
hope you have discovered the Ephemera Society of America, that
you are following our news, and that you are thinking about joining!
We have much to offer all bibliophiles, as the world of ephemera en-
compasses so much that we mutually embrace. The borders are
blurred, and you will find scholarship, rapport, and “paper” to em-
brace!

We achieve our outreach and connectivity through an extensive
group of programs and publications—three printed Journals, a
monthly eNews, an exciting website, and a very active Facebook
page. We invite all levels of participation, and welcome your contri-
butions. Our annual March Conference and Fair, planned for March
17-20, 2016, will be another stellar event. Our theme for ESA36, Pol-
itics, Patriotism & Protest, will have incomparable speakers. We invite
everyone to attend, as the program promises to be especially stimu-
lating for an election year. Our focus on historic ephemera and de-
sign will be informative, entertaining, and well worth your visit to
Old Greenwich, Connecticut. The two-day Fair is the nation’s ulti-
mate ephemera event, with the finest dealers, superb merchandise,
and a stimulating environment. We are adding a special Thursday
evening opening presentation, which will shine a light on our efforts
to attract students — as scholars and collectors. Of course, the Auc-
tion and Banquet are favorite highlights of the weekend.
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Each autumn, an event takes place for the purpose of involving
distant members. Visits are made to notable museums or collections,
and the Board gathers for their mid-year meeting. Attendance is a
rewarding benefit of ESA membership. It is always an especially fine
time for travel, cameraderie, and ephemera. Last October, the meet-
ing took place in Allentown, Pennsylvania, in conjunction with the
Allentown Paper Show, and was an extraordinary experience for
everyone. Our visits included sites in Allentown, Bethlehem, and
Nazareth, and provided an incredible opportunity to view the Mora-
vian Archives, The Moravian Historical Society, The Steelworkers
Museum, and the Martin Guitar Factory. Next October, the event
will go west to Seattle, Washington, where we look forward to the
Seattle Antiquarian Book Fair, and meeting new and old members
on the other side of the country.

The World Stamp Show at the Javits Center, May 28-June 4,
2016, will include a definite ephemera presence. As an Affiliate So-
ciety, the ESA hopes to share the world of ephemera with new au-
diences through displays and a scheduled program of formidable
speakers.

Ephemera, earlier described simply as paper items, never intended
to be saved, has finally achieved recognition as historically important
material, which enables scholars and collectors to add a significant
dimension to the fabric of the past. Our dealers, collectors, and schol-
ars—often a happy combination of all three—create an invaluable
kinship, as we continue to find new ways to share our vast resources
and enhance the experience for everyone. 

Florida Bibliophile Society

The Florida Bibliophile Society had a year full of enlightening
events in 2015, with guest speakers giving presentations on a variety
of topics. In January, Terry Seymour gave a talk titled, “15 Years and
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Counting: Collecting the Everyman’s Library.” The author of two
books about the Everyman’s Library series, Terry told us about the
history of the series and of his own collection, already over 10,000
books. Terry brought a table display of special editions and selected
items.

In February, Calvin Branche and his wife Nola presented “Crime,
Mystery, Detection: Maintaining the Legacy of John D. MacDonald.”
Cal and Nola serve as archive consultants for the John D. MacDon-
ald Collection preserved at the Smathers Library, University of
Florida, Gainesville. In a unique and moving presentation, Cal and
Nola played the parts of John D. MacDonald and his wife Dorothy
Prentiss MacDonald, reading the letters they wrote to each other
when JDM was stationed in India during WWII.

In March, Jerry Morris, longtime book collector and blog poster,
gave a talk on his association copies, titled “Whose Hands Were on
This Book?” Jerry discussed and displayed some of the books in his
library that were formerly owned by Mary Hyde, Paul Lemperly,
Burl Ives, James Cagney, Zane Grey, and many others. His talk can
be read on his blog “My Sentimental Library.”

In April, Laura Keats Avery, Interim Director, Galleries & Exhi-
bitions, Ringling College of Art & Design in Sarasota, Florida, gave
a splendid presentation on the Lawrence J. Schoenberg Collection of
manuscripts and early printed books. Along with a slide presentation,
Ms. Avery discussed various works from the twenty-million-dollar
collection that Lawrence J. Schoenberg had bequested to his alma
mater, the University of Pennsylvania. Sixty-five items were on loan
for a special exhibition at the Ringling College in Sarasota.

In May, the Florida Bibliophile Society held their annual banquet
at Cheddars in Clearwater before the members of the Florida Bib-
liophile Society went on summer break. In September, an organiza-
tional meeting was held. New officers addressed society business
matters, announced upcoming speakers, and planned special events.

In October, Florence M. Turcotte, Literary Manuscripts Archivist
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and curator of the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Papers, University of
Florida, presented a preview of her forthcoming book about Mar-
jorie Kinnan Rawlings and her relationship with the bootleggers who
lived in the Ocala National Forest during Prohibition. Her presen-
tation included a slide presentation and discussion of Rawlings’s life. 

In November, local author Patti Wilson Byars discussed her novel,
Separate Fountains, about growing up in Georgia in the 1940s and
1950s amid the Ku Klux Klan. Her novel, first published in 1999,
was republished in 2015. Members who have read the book said they
couldn’t put it down. We also held a special event: a book signing
dinner at a Chili’s restaurant with Rebecca Rego Barry, author of
Rare Books Uncovered: True Stories of Fantastic Finds in Unlikely Places.
We had good food, good company, and a good book!

In December, the members of the Florida Bibliophile Society got
together for a little holiday social gathering and glad tidings at a
member’s house. January brings in a new year with new speakers and
special events. You can read about our upcoming and past events on
our website, floridabibliophilesociety.org.

Long Island Book Collectors

In June, at our joint meeting with Long Island Antiquarian Book
Dealers Association (LIABDA), we enjoyed the warm hearted pres-
entation of first-time memoirist, Vincent Manago. His self-published
book The Third Attic and Other Brooklyn Stories recounts his boyhood
in the Fort Greene section of Brooklyn in the 1950s and ’60s; where
his father worked in the Navy Yard. Born into a close-knit family of
Italian Catholic immigrants, Vincent’s life revolved around Saint
Lucy’s Church. The book, replete with family photographs, captures
daily life among friends and relatives throughout the ten years that
Mr. Manago’s father and others worked to build St. Lucy’s. 

In response to audience questions, Mr. Manago revealed his boy-
hood search for the “third attic.” He told the moving story of Jewish
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EXCEPTIONAL BOOKS & PRIVATE LIBRARIES AT AUCTION
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newlyweds who sold their wedding gifts so that their Italian neigh-
bors could finance a storefront until the church was completed. Years
later, on the eve of Hitler’s rise, Saint Lucy’s former priest successfully
intervened on behalf of twenty-four members of Esther’s family,
making it possible for them to flee Austria. Mr. Manago is pleased
about the unexpected popularity of his memoir. His personal history,
originally intended only for close family, resonates with anyone and
everyone who grew up in the Fort Greene of that era. “Goodness al-
ways comes back to you,” he says. 

Mr. Manago shared his writing and publishing process with us—
clearly delineating the steps from writing and revising to publication
and marketing, using Creative Space—owned by Google—to design,
publish and distribute his book. He pointed out the importance of
owning the ISBN number and of working with an independent ed-
itor. Like writers everywhere, he spoke of the commitment of time
and effort involved. His evident pleasure in the end product touched
everyone present; an inspiration to anyone who may be contemplat-
ing a memoir of his or her own. Mr. Manago’s memoir can be pur-
chased on Amazon.com.

Following a summer-long hiatus, fledgling collector Jacqueline
Marks shared some of her most cherished books. Titles shown in-
cluded art catalogs of exhibits by Juliao Sarmento, Fairfield Porter,
and Sabina Streeter; the first monograph of artist Dan Rizzie’s work
including paintings, collage, and prints; three of the four-volume cat-
alogue raisoneé by Ronald Pisano on the works of William Merritt
Chase (1849-1916), and a second, lesser-known work by Mr. Pisano,
The Tile Club and The Aesthetic Movement in America. For a quick look
at the bonds that still exist between the art of the traditional bound
book and its current iteration as a product of the electronic age, John
Carter’s classic ABC for Book Collectors and Ellen Lupton’s Thinking
with Type: A Critical Guide for Designers, Writers, Editors, & Students
were discussed.

Drawing on her editorial and archival experience, Jacqueline pre-
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sented the recent publishing sensation by Harper Lee, Go Set a Watch-
man [companion volume to To Kill a Mocking Bird (1960)], The Diary
of Anne Frank: The Critical Edition prepared by the Netherlands State
Institute for War Documentation and translated into English in
1989, and Edward T. Linenthal’s Preserving Memory: The Struggle to
Create America’s Holocaust Museum (1995).

Marjorie Rosenthal turned our discussion to the history of New
Mexico’s conversos (Spanish Jews who tried to save themselves by con-
verting to Catholicism), ousted from Spain in the 1400s during the
Inquisition. Both John Nichols’s The Milagro Beanfield War and Willa
Cathers’s Death Comes to the Archbishop allude to the history of this
community and their descendants. 

Mel Cohen spoke about advance copies of books that are printed
for review purposes and publicity. Joe Rainone brought us a rare
bound volume of Tip Top Weekly comics by William M. Kreling fea-
turing the Frank Merriwell character (1895-1916). Roz Grand
showed Felix Nussbaum’s Art in Exile—showcasing the artists work
before and after his forced exile in Belgium during Hitler’s rise. Trag-
ically, Nussbaum was deported and killed at Auschwitz at the age of
39. Roz also brought a collection of photographs and typography by
Russian El Lissitsky—an artist and polemicist who advocated against
anti-semitism.

Vice president Mike Marrell closed the meeting with much-
needed levity—showing some of his first acquisitions as a collector
of comics: Al Capp’s Life and Times of the Shmoo, Bald Iggle—the life it
ruins may be your own and prized pages of Fearless Fosdick and Joe Palooka
by Ham Fisher.

At LIABDA’s 73rd Long Island Book and Paper Fair at LIU Post,
Paul Belard taught a workshop on book repairs for the amateur. We
welcome guests to our afternoon meetings on the campus of LIU
Post in Brookville every second Saturday of the month from Sep-
tember through May. Please visit our website at longislandbook 
collectors.com.
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A Fellowship of Fine Books 
from David R. Godine, Publisher

Giambattista Bodoni
HIS LIFE AND HIS WORLD 
by Valerie Lester
“Written with verve and elegance, 
profusely illustrated with relevant 
portraits and city views as well as examples 
of Bodoni’s art, and itself beautifully 

produced, Lester’s biography is a bibliophile’s ultimate 
delight.” —Booklist, Starred Review 
“Complete with numerous color plates of the personalities, 
type specimens, and related illustrations, the book 
satisfies the cravings of the biography lover while 
serving as eye candy for the typophile, bibliophile, 
and Italophile.” —Bookslut
$40.00 . HARDCOVER . 280 PAGES . FULL COLOR 

Small Victories 
ONE COUPLE’S SURPRISING 
ADVENTURES BUILDING AN UNRIVALED 
COLLECTION OF AMERICAN PRINTS
by Dave Williams
An in-depth survey of the outstanding 
prints and printmakers of the past two 
centuries written by a collector who did his homework 
and consistently uncovered exciting new ground.
$40.00 . HARDCOVER . 400 PAGES . FULL COLOR

Printer’s Devil
THE LIFE AND WORK OF FREDERIC 
WARDE
by Simon Loxley
The first full scale biography of an enig-
matic and omnipresent figure central to 
mid-20th century typography, whose 

life and work are finally and fully examined and illus-
trated. $45.00 . HARDCOVER . 216 PAGES . 12 COLOR PAGES

Available from David R. Godine, Publisher  
www.godine.com  .  1-800-344-4771
To learn more about these and other titles con-
cerning the history of the graphic arts, please 
visit our website or write for a catalogue.

!

Two-year, comprehensive bookbinding program plus 
short courses in bookbinding, calligraphy, book and paper 
arts and more.  Details at www.nbss.edu/bookbinding
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The Manuscript Society

Diversity has become the ne plus ultra description of groups and
institutions, and is a term applicable to the Manuscript Society in
many ways. Membership is national and international, and members
include archivists and librarians, collectors of manuscripts and books
of every sort, dealers in the field, and intellectually curious and con-
genial persons of all stripes.

The Society travels to diverse locations in the USA and Europe
for its Annual Meeting, held in May, and for occasional tours.
Within the past three years members have enjoyed visits to Santa Fe,
NM, Pittsburgh, PA, Kansas City, MO, and Paris, France. The visits
typically allow us to view iconic treasures not often available to the
casual traveler. One-day programs take place from time to time in
New York, Philadelphia, and Los Angeles. 

Our diverse publications include the journal Manuscripts, now
edited by Michael J. Dabrishus, a Society Trustee and Assistant Uni-
versity Librarian at the University of Pittsburgh. Dabrishus is the
first David R. Chesnutt Editor of the journal, named after the man
who served as editor for 35 years before his death last December.
The Manuscript Society News is edited by Patricia Vaccaro, who also
compiles the on-line Manuscript Society Digest. The Digest, published
monthly, is available free to all interested in current news about man-
uscripts and books by e-mailing digest@manuscript.org with the sub-
ject line “sign me up for the Digest.”

As part of the educational mission of the Society, the $5,000 Maas
Research Grant is awarded yearly to graduate students whose study
involves manuscripts. The grant is funded by donations which are
welcomed from all sources. Given through colleges and universities
which are our institutional members, the latest grant went to
Christopher Gillette whose thesis is titled “Catholicism and the Mak-
ing of Revolutionary Ideology in the British Atlantic 1630-1673.”
Previous grantees have researched many aspects of American history,
and many have submitted articles for Manuscripts.
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The Society is unique in trying to work with state and national
archives in ensuring logical and fair use of the legal principle of re-
plevin. A Replevin Fund is maintained (donations welcome), to sup-
port collectors and dealers subjected to the overzealous pursuit of
documents by government agencies.

Our next Annual Meeting will be May 18-22, 2016 in Charleston,
SC. We will have a program surveying the incredible history of the
“Lowcountry” from Colonial and Revolutionary times up to the
present. Rich resources available in Charleston’s many fine collections
will be viewed at venerable institutions including the Charleston
Museum, the Charleston Library Society, and the College of
Charleston’s Addlestone Library. The wonderful architecture and
unique cuisine of Charleston won’t be neglected. A number of local
experts will present talks bringing history to life. For more informa-
tion about the Annual Meeting, and for membership in the Manu-
script Society, visit the website www.manuscript.org.

Philobiblon Club

The Philobiblon Club of Philadelphia is about to embark on its
120th year. We have had our first meeting, and have scheduled the
remainder.

October 13, 2015
“Against Time: Letters from Nazi Germany, 1938-1939.”
Philobiblon Club member Frank Hoeber discussed his new
edition and translation of the correspondence between his
parents, who were separated by the Atlantic just prior to
World War II.

November 10, 2015
“Far From Friends, and a Flush Toilet.” Caroline Schimmel
will talk about her collection of works by and about women
in the American wilderness.
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RARE BOOK SCHOOL
at the university of virginia

Rare Book School offers 
five-day courses for students 
from all disciplines and skill 
levels. Study with leading 
scholars and professionals in 
the fields of book history, 
manuscript studies, 
librarianship, bibliography, 
and the digital humanities.

www.rarebookschool.org

Please visit our website 
for course details 

& schedule.



December 8, 2015
Club member Mehdi El Hajoui will speak on collecting Guy
Debord and the Internationale Situationniste.

January 12, 2016
Annual Members’ Meeting (show-and-tell).

February 9, 2016
Club member Ronald Smeltzer on Émilie du Châtelet.

March 8, 2016
Club member Janine Pollock on Henry Percy, 9th Earl of 
Northumberland.

April 12, 2016
Jon Gilbert on Ian Fleming and “Bond, James Bond.”

If one of the winter meetings is postponed, we may also meet on
Tuesday, May 10. Meetings, which include dinner, are held at the
Franklin Inn Club of Philadelphia. Club officers and committee
chairs are: Steve Rothman, President (collector); Jim Green, Treasurer
(Library Company of Philadelphia); Mark Darby, Secretary (Temple
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University); Rachel D’Agostino, Membership Chair (Library Com-
pany of Philadelphia); Lynne Farrington, Program Chair (University
of Pennsylvania). The Club welcomes visiting FABS members to at-
tend its meetings whenever possible. Contact club secretary Mark
Darby: 215-204-1040 or mark.darby@temple.edu.

Washington Rare Book Group

The September 2015 event was a special visit to the Smithsonian’s
Fantastic Worlds: Science and Fiction, 1780-1910 at the newly renovated
Smithsonian Libraries Exhibition Gallery in the National Museum
of American History. This exhibit highlights the fantastic worlds of
fiction inspired by 19th century discovery and invention. New fron-
tiers of science were emerging. We took to the air, charted remote
corners of the earth, and harnessed the power of steam and electric-
ity. We began to unlock the secrets of the natural world. The growing
literate middle class gave science a new and avid public audience.
Writers explored the far reaches of the new scientific landscape to
craft hoaxes, satires and fictional tales. 

Our October 2015 event was a rousing visit to a Silver Spring
based rare book dealer. He specializes in the 20th-century avant-garde
and countercultural movements, with particular focus on the Beats,
the mimeo revolution, artists’ books, poetry, as well as manuscript
and archival materials. He shared high points he has encountered in
his career, spoke about his path into the business, and shared a small
display on the mimeo revolution.

Our January event will be on Thursday, January 14, where we
will tour the Rosa Parks Archive in the Manuscript Division, Library
of Congress.

For a full list of WRBG events 2015-2016 events, please visit our
website at http://washingtonrarebookgroup.org/ or follow us on
twitter: @DCRareBookGroup.
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Book Club of Washington

The Book Club of Washington (BCW) continues to provide great
events and celebrations for our members in the Pacific Northwest.
Recently the first publication of a planned series of chapbooks was
published (www.bookclubofwashington.org/publications/chapbooks
/their-families/). We co-sponsored a fabulous reception prior to the
Seattle Antiquarian Book Fair with the Pacific Northwest ABAA
Chapter. Our Fall 2015 Journal was published which focused on the
history of the Seattle Book Fair. In December we celebrated with the
annual Holiday Dinner & Silent Auction, and we honored retired
bookseller Mark Wessel with the annual Emory Award, an award
that recognizes an individual who has made an extraordinary con-
tribution to the culture of the book.

We begin 2016 with another session of our twice-yearly Biblio
Stone Soup event. This informal afternoon show-and-tell is when
members bring something from their collection in line with a certain
theme ( January’s focus will be the fine press). In February we will
co-sponsor a panel discussion about Shakespeare in America with
the Seattle Public Library, which was selected by the Folger Shake-
speare Library to be part of the national traveling exhibition of a
Shakespeare First Folio. Other events in 2016 will include out-of-
Seattle excursions to institutions and book dealers in the Northwest,
a book care and repair workshop, and annual meeting with a keynote
speaker. Later in the year we will be participating with the Ephemera
Society of America as part of their fall meeting, and will again team
with the local ABAA Chapter at the Seattle Antiquarian Book Fair.
We will also co-sponsor a lecture and exhibition relating to Biblio-
philes and Books about Buildings along with Historic Seattle.

Details of these and other events and activities of the BCW can
be found on our website, www.bookclubofwashington.org. FABS
members are very welcome to participate when in this area. Contact
us at our email address, info@bookclubofwashington.org. 
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JOE RUBINFINE

AMERICAN HISTORICAL AUTOGRAPHS
SOME MANUSCRIPTS WE HAVE HANDLED OVER THE YEARS

• George Washington: 47 war-dated letters to General Alexander McDougall including the only known report by
him at the time of the Battle of Trenton in private care. • Washington: A letter moving troops 36 hours before the
Battle of Princeton. • Washington: Two manuscript surveys done before the age of 20. • A complete set of auto-
graphs of The Signers of The Declaration of Independence. • Button Gwinnett: The best document example of this
rare autograph; and another Gwinnett document individually. • William Henry Harrison: Four different docu-
ments signed during his brief administration including the best available. • New President John Tyler’s letter of
condolence to Harrison’s widow. • Robert E. Lee: Three signed copies of his famous General Order Number Nine
including the best available. • T. J. “Stonewall” Jackson’s bank book. • The Lexington Alarm message carried by the
original rider through eastern Connecticut on 20 April 1775. • A Battle of Concord muster roll. • Thomas Jeffer-
son: A letter predicting the Civil War. • The famous angry letter by Harry S Truman to the newspaper music critic.
• Lincoln’s last letter, 14 April 1865. • A Lincoln order to “shoe Tad’s horse.” • A 1743 document in which Lincoln
ancestors in Massachusetts acquire a slave. Lincoln’s copy of Charles Sumner’s speech on the origin of the Repub-
lican Party. • The early Confederate appointment of John B. Jones, the “Rebel War Clerk.” • Ponce de Leon: 1511
letter, probably the earliest writing from the new world in private care. • An 18th century slave ship log. • A Haym
Solomon check supporting his reputation for helping needy patriots. • Henry Knox to his wife on the day before
crossing the Delaware to fight at Trenton, re-affirming his devotion to the cause. • John Hancock’s commission as
Major General of Massachusetts militia. • A bill of lading covering cash sent by France in 1781 to aid the Revolu-
tion, receipted by Hancock. • Anthony Wayne’s last will and testament; likewise Winfield Scott’s. James Madison’s
diary of his 1791 trip to New York State with Jefferson. • The earliest available Stephen F. Austin document, 1811. •
David Crockett letter franked by him as a Member of Congress. • A letter by teenaged John Wilkes Booth closing
with an exultant “Three Cheers for America!” • Fifty two letters by Confederate General Stephen D. Ramsuer who
was killed in action. • Rare Commission of a Captain in the San Francisco vigilantes. • Washington Irving’s letter-
book while U. S. Minister to Spain. • George A. Custer’s horse care manual. • War letters by Robert E. Lee and J.E.B.
Stuart, intercepted by Custer’s men and kept by him. • Governor George Clinton’s appointment of the New York
delegation to Congress, 1784. • Benedict Arnold’s orders from the Massachusetts Committee of Safety to take
Ticonderoga. • Rare document signed by early rebel Daniel Shays -- inventory of his property when bankrupt in
1803. • Well known Alexander Hamilton letter attempting to influence the 1800 election. • Washington aide Col.
Tench Tilghman’s oath of allegiance to the United States. • Josiah Bartlett’s copy of fellow Signer Benjamin
Franklin’s Experiments and Observations on Electricity. • Colonial diary by Boston Town Clerk William Cooper. •
Two complete sets of autographs of Signers of the Constitution. • A number of important Revolutionary orderly
books. • Eyewitness accounts of Little Big Horn, Pickett’s Charge, the Lincoln Assassination, and other major
events.

Most of these manuscripts are now in important private and institutional collections, but we have others.

Joe Rubinfine, Post Office Box 1000, Cocoa, Florida 32923 (321) 455-1666 Joerubinfine@mindspring.com
Member: Art and Antique Dealers League of America; The Antiques Council; Professional Autograph 

Dealers Association; Florida Antiquarian Booksellers Association.



Bruce McKittrick Rare Books
43 Sabine Avenue, Narberth, Pennsylvania 19072 

info@mckittrickrarebooks.com   www.mckittrickrarebooks.com

For Birds of a Feather

Marvelous woodcuts illustrate tales of vice and virtue in this vernacular medieval bestiary.
Fiore de virtù. Venice 1493. The only copy known. 


